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This study adopts a pathological approach to aim at tourism research in the Rural Research Quarterly.
It is a qualitative study in terms of nature and an applied one in terms of purpose. The research was
conducted through the content analysis of 38 articles in the Quarterly Journal of Rural Studies. Initially,
previous studies were reviewed and an integrated model was developed to determine the content analy-
sis indicators. Then, the selected sample of articles written in the field of tourism was evaluated. The

Key words: macro dimensions of the model in content analysis included identity, structure, function and citation.
Pathology, Content i  Thevalidity and the reliability of the study were confirmed based on the validity of the check list and reli-
analysis, Journal : ability of the editors. Two different software packages, iMindMap9 and SPSS25, were used in the analysis
of Rural Research, process. The causes of deviation and the challenges of tourism research were identified, and the results
Tourism studies, © were reported according to the dimensions of the content analysis model. Finally, certain solutions were
Iran proposed on the basis of the findings.
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Extended Abstract the limitations, damages, and sections requiring further
attention.

1. Introduction
This paper is important in terms of its purpose, which

he use of content analysis methods in is the pathology of tourism interdisciplinary research

tourism studies has grown considerably through content analysis methods. It provides a frame-

in recent year. This is owing to their di- work for identifying the elements that must be reported

versity as well as ability to assess the in order to make tourism studies transparent, effective

state of affairs based on standards. The and stable. Recommendations are also made for the best

content analysis of tourism research provides insights into method of content analysis to be used in future tourism

research. Therefore, this article promises to be useful for
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improving interdisciplinary studies in the field of tourism.
The research questions are as follows:

a) What is the identity status of tourism articles in the
Journal of Rural Research?

b) What is the structural status of tourism articles in the
Journal of Rural Research?

¢) What is the functional status of tourism articles in the
Journal of Rural Research?

d) What is the citation status of tourism articles in the
Journal of Rural Research?

2. Methodology

This research is a qualitative in terms of nature, applied
in terms of type, and descriptive and cross-sectional in
terms of method. The statistical population of the study
consisted of 38 articles in the field of tourism published
in the Journal of Rural Research in the period of 2011-
2018. To evaluate the articles, a quantitative analysis was
performed of documentary contents. The evaluation indi-
cators were determined according to previous pieces of
research and the authors' overview. Through the analysis
process, the evaluation indicators for each article were re-
viewed individually and then entered into the software.
The iMindMap9 software package was used to map the
model of content analysis indicators. Also, by the SPSS25
software, the articles were classified and analyzed. The
data analysis was done with descriptive statistical meth-
ods, such as data categorization based on distribution,
percentage frequency, mean, and plotting. The validity of
the checklist was confirmed by expert professors. Also,
in order to confirm the reliability, each part of the content
analysis was done by two researchers, and then the results
were compared together.

3. Results

Identity findings: The temporal trend in the publication
of articles in the field of tourism in the Journal of Rural
Studies is a sinusoidal process, but it can be claimed that,
on average, five papers are published every year. The pe-
riod of "submission-acceptance" of these papers, almost
tends to be more balanced (6 months). Also, the discipline
of most researchers is geography.

Structural findings: As many as 71% of abstracts do
not have conclusions and suggestions (at least the most
important conclusion and suggestion). The articles are
applied research (84%), quantitative research (66%) and
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survey-analytical research (80%). As for the distribu-
tion of samples, the statistical population involves all the
tourism stakeholders in a balanced manner, and, in most
studies, the population size is specified and definite. The
most commonly used sampling methods are targeted and
convenience sampling. To estimate the sample size, the
Cochran formula is mainly used. In terms of the instru-
ment type, questionnaire has mostly been used. In the
case of tool reliability, all the papers use Cronbach's alpha
analysis. Also, the mainly used software is SPSS, and the
mostly used method of analysis is descriptive and infer-
ential statistics.

Functional findings: Considering the subjects studied,
four themes can be identified including "Rural Tourism
Sustainable Development", "Rural Tourism Management
and Planning", "Rural Tourism Marketing" and "Rural
Tourism Economics". In terms of "tourism types", rural
tourism (66%) has been studied the most. In terms of the
"description of the study area", more than half of the ar-
ticles reported the study area in general and with non-aca-
demic and non-classified information, and 20% of the ar-
ticles did not provide any information in this regard. The
highest number of reports on demographic characteristics
for local communities belongs to gender and age, but, for
tourists, it is related to gender and education.

Functional findings: In terms of "citation type", most
articles have cited the studies published from 2011 to the
third issue of 2018. Also, there seems to be a greater ten-
dency to cite articles than books and thesis.

4. Discussion

In our review of the tourism studies published in the
Journal of Rural Research, no article was found written
merely by women researchers. As many as 86% of the
articles followed the test theory (i.e. the deductive strat-
egy), while 50% lacked theoretical foundations. Also,
45% of the articles were without discussion. In terms of
conclusion, 55% of the articles had a typical conclusion of
applied type, and 45% of them had thematic conclusions
(as in brochures). There was even one article without a
conclusion.

5. Conclusion

Many articles (66%) have considered tourism as a de-
pendent variable. In addition, the attitudes expressed in
90% of the articles toward tourism relate to the existing
status of the field. Also, in terms of research tendency,
60% of the articles tend to be constructive. On average,
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every article makes 64% of its citations to external sourc-
es and the remaining 36% to internal sources.
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15. “Why Destination Areas Rise and Fall in Popularity?”
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