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“As, however, the form shaffara obviously is original, the Aramaic root shfr, from
which words like shippira, tube, shafir, placenta (cf. Hebrew shefofereth and

shafrir) are derived, fits in well for the purpose, its basic meaning being ‘a
covering’, ‘a hull’”.

il 0010 45 Dy pl |y Cdlae (pl (VY V-2 A) u»%fi
“Goitein correctly derives the name from Arabic root-verb /sh.f.r/ “to cut”, hence, a
galley that “cut[s] the ways”, but it could also possibly be of Aramaic origin.”
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