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The master thesis journey
Huong’s experience sharing April, 2016

1. Where on earth the ideas of thesis’ topics comes from?

My story: At the beginning, I chose my first topic based on available data taken from several projects of
our faculty. I did not know what to start, just thought that: Ok, I will choose this topic because there is
available data, so I don’t need to conduct my own study to collect data, it is really time and energy-
consuming. However, my classmate — Daniel, after the first thesis seminar, asked me: “Huong, do you
really want to take that topic? Is that your serious interest?” I said hesitantly: “Ahh, probably no.” Then
he suggested: “Yeah, so believe me, forget it and make your own. The thesis journey can last more than 1
year and the only thing can keep you along with it is your interest toward the topic. Do something that
you are really interested in!” I appreciated his advice, had thought a lot and changed my topic. Although
the change requires me lots of efforts, time and energy to conduct my own study to collect data, I am
happy and pleased about my decision. So far, close to the end to the thesis journey, I still stick on the
topic I had changed. I found my thesis quite interesting and meaningful - enough to motivate me go
through the journey.

So my messages to you guys:

- Listen to your heart: should fit your interest, ability, situation, needs, etc.

- Consult around: your teachers, coordinators, friends, colleagues, etc.

- Read articles and researches to find out what gaps are waiting for you to fulfill?

- You can change the topic anytime you want, or when you feel the need to change.
Teachers respect your choice anyway! Therefore, you should respect your wish and
your needs ;)

2. How do I go through the journey?

My story: At the beginning, I consulted myself, supervisors and friends to narrow down and finalize
the possible topic and ideas for thesis. Next, I cooperated with the NGO I worked before in Vietnam — my
hometown, to conduct an online training course about wildlife conservation. From this event, I collected
necessary data for my thesis. Then, I started working with the data and writing the thesis with huge
supports and encouragements from my two supervisors. Sometimes on the journey, I was so confused and
really did not know how to proceed the process: too many issues, questions, problems raised. However,
the more I am involved in it, the more it is clear and reasonable. I am still survived and going to end the
journey soon.

My messages:

- “The first step is often the most difficult”. So don’t be worried at the beginning, just try
to pass the first step, then the road will be widen and good consequences naturally come.

- Apply learning skills that you have learnt from LET to help you deal with confusions,

depressions, frustrations and whatever happens during the journey.

3. Am I alone in that journey?

My story: I consider myself as an introverted person. I don’t really comfortable with communicating,
especially with strange people. Yeah, I prefer work alone, and so do I with the journey thesis. Ahh, but
things are not always simple like that. Others will never let you alone ;). The same for my situation. And
through my journey so far, I would say I really appreciate, respect and feel super graceful because of
those who don’t let me alone ™, namely my classmates, coordinator, teachers, and especially my two
supervisors: Hanna and Jonna. Their presences, advise, comments are super helpful, encouraging and
motivating.
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My messages:
- You can be alone, but if you want to go easier and further, work with others!
- Work closely with your supervisors. Believe me, they will be your savors in many

depressing moments of the journey.
- You will have opponents from your classmates to give you comments and advice. So keep in touch with
them, exchange your ideas.
- Consult your partner, colleagues, friends, who have willingness to give comments as well as motive you
during the long journey.
.... Well, those are what I can tell so far. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any question
related to this. I am happy to share with you what I have had and known.
My email: dinhthanhhuong88@gmail.com
My temporary thesis’s topic ((in case any of you have same interest and concern, so we can share)): The
instructor’s role in scaffolding a blended learning course.
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