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Appendix I

Applied Linguistics Faculty Members’ Views of Research

This survey, as a part of a PhD research project led by Department of Feigen
Languages at Kharazmi University, is aimed at eliciting a greater
understanding of what ‘research’ is and what role it plays in your academic
career. Please read each section instruction and answer accordingly. There
are no “right” or “wrong” answers. As this questionnaire is intended for
research purposes only, the information provided is considered confidential
and will not be disclosed to third parties without your permission. We truly
appreciate your volunteering to cooperate and spend time completing the
questionnaire. The survey results will be sent to you after it is completed.
Thank you very much for your help.

SECTION I: Research Scenarios

The aim of this part is to elicit your views on the kinds of activities which can be
called ‘research’. We would like you to read each description below and choose ONE
answer that best indicates the extent to which you feel the activity described is an
example of research. (Please double click on the appropriate box)

1. A meta-cognitive strategies questionnaire was given to 550 English language
learners. A number of statistical procedures were used to analyze the
questionnaire data. An article was written about the work in an academic
journal.

[] Definitely not research
] Probably not research
] Probably research

[] Definitely research

2. To find out which of the two methods for teaching listening strategies was
more effective, an instructor first tested two classes. Then, he taught listening
strategies to each class using a different method. Finally, he tested both groups
again and compared the results to the first test. He decided to use the method
which worked best in his class.

[[] Definitely not research
] Probably not research
] Probably research

[] Definitely research
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3. A researcher read about a new approach to teaching argumentative writing
and decided to try it out in his class over a period of two weeks. He video
recorded some of his lessons and collected samples of learners’ written work.
He analyzed data then presented the results to his colleagues at a meeting.

[] Definitely not research
] Probably not research
[] Probably research

[] Definitely research

4. A teacher examined how fluency training can improve the speaking skills of 5
low- proficient students. He conducted six -week fluency training strategy
sessions. The findings, based on students’ fluency test, researcher’s field journal
notes, classroom observation, as well as interview sessions, showed the
improved speaking ability.

[] Definitely not research
] Probably not research
[] Probably research

[] Definitely research

5. A researcher explored learners’ and teachers’ attitudes to a newly developed
writing assessment tool in foreign language classrooms. Semi-structured
interviews were conducted with a purposefully selected subgroup of the
participants to understand their views of this tool.

[] Definitely not research
] Probably not research
] Probably research

[] Definitely research

6. To find out the relationship between English teachers’ motivational practice
and their students’ language learning motivation, a researcher first developed a
questionnaire and administered it to 1300 learners. An observation checklist was
also used to assess 27 classes in which teachers used motivational strategies.
The researcher presented his findings at a national conference.

] Definitely not research
[_] Probably not research
[] Probably research

[] Definitely research
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7. To find out teachers’ beliefs and practices of Communicative Language
Teaching (CLT), a researcher interviewed six purposefully selected teachers.
Then, he observed their classes to find out how they practice CLT in their
teaching.

[] Definitely not research
] Probably not research
[] Probably research

[] Definitely research

8. An instructor noticed that a vocabulary task he used in a class did not work
well. He thought about this after the lesson and made some notes in his diary.
He tried a different vocabulary task in the next lesson. This time the task was
more successful.

[] Definitely not research
] Probably not research
[] Probably research

[] Definitely research

9. An English department chair met every instructor individually and asked them
about their working conditions. He collected the instructors’ answers. Then, he
wrote a report to the Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology.

[] Definitely not research
] Probably not research
[] Probably research

[] Definitely research

10. An instructor was interested in examining learners’ reading test performance
in an EFL context. He read several articles and books. Then, he wrote an essay
of 6000 words discussing the main points in those readings.

[] Definitely not research
] Probably not research
[] Probably research

[] Definitely research

11. A researcher conducted an interview session with a group of English
teachers asking their attitudes towards assessing students’ oral proficiency in
English language programs. He then gave a survey questionnaire to address the
issue with a larger sample of teachers. Finally, the researcher reported the
combined findings in an ELT conference.
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[[] Definitely not research
] Probably not research
] Probably research

[] Definitely research

12. An instructor gave a class of 30 students a feedback form at the middle of
the course. Then, five students handed in their completed forms. The instructor
read these and used the information to decide what to do in the second part of
the course.

[] Definitely not research
] Probably not research
[] Probably research

[] Definitely research

13. Two teachers were both interested in discipline. They observed each other’s
lessons once a week for 3 months and made notes about how they controlled
their classes. They discussed their notes and wrote a short article about what
they learned for the newsletter of the national language teachers’ association.

[] Definitely not research
] Probably not research
[] Probably research

[] Definitely research



