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The industrialization of the villages is widely recognized as a dynamic lever for rural development. Creat-
ing jobs, diversifying the rural economy, and reducing socioeconomic inequalities are the primary goals
of industrialization of the countryside. Most research studies on the effects of rural industrialization have
two main features: first, quantitative feature, and second, checking the economic effects (employment
and income). Besides assessing the economic and environmental impacts of industry in the countryside,
other effects, especially social impacts, should be evaluated in the short- and long-run. Therefore, in the
present study, the socioeconomic and environmental impacts of petrochemical industry development in
Imamzade Ebrahim and Saeedabad villages have been studied by qualitative method. This is an applied
research. We used individual interviewing techniques, focused group discussion, and field observation
for data collection. Also the obtained data were analyzed by thematic analysis method. Based on the
research findings, introducing industries into the rural areas has led to positive effects such as low un-
employment for rural residents, rising incomes of the villagers employed in the petrochemical industry,
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Extended Abstract duction industries , handicrafts, and so on. But the industry

in rural regions is neither related to the villages nor com-

1. Introduction patible with the village structure. These industries include

heavy industries like those producing chemical compounds.
ndustries in the villages are classified in two

groups, rural industry and industry in rural As cities and villages are the places where people live
regions. The rural industries are related to the so whatever we do, affect the people’s life. Therefore, we
villagers and their basic activities as farming have to decrease the possible harms of performing proj-
and animal husbandry; these industries are: re- ects, before, after and while doing them.
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As we discussed earlier, there are two kinds of rural
industries, the petrochemistry factory in Saeedabad and
Imamzade Ebrahim villages, pertain to the second kind.
This research studied on how much these projects help
the villages to improve and develop these regions. Actu-
ally, evaluation of an industrial plan consists of estimat-
ing the anticipated success rate and how much we have
achieved them. Thus in this research, we studied the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of petrochemistry industry in
Imamzade Ebrahim, its effects on the people’s personal
and social life, their jobs, productions, life style, etc.

2. Methodology

This is a qualitative study. We used interview technique,
concentrated group discussion and local observation to
collect relevant data. To evaluate the social, economic,
and cultural effects of this industrial project, the research-
er interviewed with 16 persons; 12 native people and 4
who were responsible for this project. For analyzing the
collected data, we used the thematic analyses techniques.

3. Results

According to our study results, petrochemistry had some
positive and negative social effects like improving the life
quality of the local people who work in petrochemistry,
increasing the motivation for the youth to further their ed-
ucation, rising social awareness, changing rural life style
(material prosperity, leisure time), creating discontent and
disorder in lives of the village residents, destroying the
village discipline because of outsider people, threatening
the residents’ health, especially children, changing the
idea of people about the high rank officials of the coun-
try, emigration of the village residents to other cities, etc.
There were also some economic effects such as emerg-
ing new jobs, decreasing the price of farming fields, not
involving the residents in the factory's financial benefits.

4. Discussion

The main objectives for introducing the industry to the
villages, are providing jobs and increasing the income for
the rural people and enhancing the infrastructures in this
region, but this change brings about some harmful effects
for the villagers, too. Many social and environmental
damages will slowly show themselves over the upcoming
years. It seems that economic and material outcomes of
the industry appear immediately but the social outcomes
will be shown after some time.

It is obvious that studying the social outcomes is diffi-
cult, because these changes happen slowly. About evalu-
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ation of social effects of rural plans, we have worked on
a few and most researchers studied on the effects after
establishment of industrial projects. The research stud-
ies about outcomes of industry in the villages were often
concentrated on economic and sometimes environmental
aspects. However, a few cases mentioned social aspect,
and mainly paid attention to employment and emigration.
They rarely worked on social subjects like changing the
lifestyle and viewpoint of the village residents, and so
on. In addition, most evaluation studies are quantitative
and done by completing the surveys on the local people.
However, this is not always a suitable way because most
villagers lack enough literacy, and interview technique is a
better way and the results will be more accurate. The oth-
er studies evaluated the social effects of industrialization
on the villages. In these studies, the researcher specifies
a specific industry in a defined area and investigates the
details by quantitative and qualitative research methods.
To our knowledge, in academic studies of the projects and
developmental plans in Iran, evaluating the social effects
before the implementation of the projects has rarely been
done and the projects which evaluate the social effects,
are mostly conducted after starting the projects.

This research was about establishing the Ghaedbasir
petrochemistry in Golpaygan region. It is the first research
about the introduction of the petrochemistry industry in
Imamzade Ebrahim rural region. This industry was estab-
lished without evaluation of its social effects, specifying
the plan's goals, and predicting the effects on the native
people. Evaluation studies and participation of the native
people in the plans, significantly help the plan implemen-
tation and successful achievement of the objectives, but
Ghaedbasir petrochemistry industry disregarded that.

5. Conclusion

Despite the general positive effect of establishing an
industry in villages, in this village it was not the case.
The expectations were too much optimistic, and a lot of
people even the authorities, failed to see the upcoming
problems. They were not aware of the abilities, capaci-
ties, and disadvantages of a new industry and thought that
all problems will be solved by technology. Petrochem-
istry was an unknown industry for the local people and
because of that, a few of them could join this company.
Although the people of Saeedabad and Imamzade Ebra-
him are more educated, compared to other villages, like
other native people they have a strong, native identity and
consequently develop a negative attitude to every foreign
subject (In this case toward this new industry that resulted
in adverse social outcomes).

Firouzabadi, S. A., et al. (2017). Socio-Economic Impact Assessment of Petrochemical Industry on Rural Areas. JRR, 8(2), 264-281.
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