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Abstract

Raccoon is a native species to North and Central America. At present, it is an invasive species in
many countries such as Japan, Germany, Russia and Iran. Raccoon was observed for the first time
in Gilan province in Iran in 1991. This research was employed Ecological Niche Factor Analysis
(ENFA) method to model habitat selection of Raccoon in Lavandevil wildlife refuge. The results
showed that this species habitat is located mainly in Punica plant communities with densities more
than 40%. They also placed in the protected zone, which can be a major threat to biodiversity in
Lavandevil wildlife refuge. In addition, results showed that the species tend to be in marginal
habitats and has low tolerance to environmental variations. Due to biological and geographical
conditions, there is a possibility of invasion to many habitats of Gilan province.

Keyword: Raccoon, Non-native, ENFA, Lavandevil, Habitat suitability modeling, Ecological
Niche Factor Analysis
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