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The morphological structure of the city between
wisdom and sentiment®

Behbahani, H L (Ph‘D)iism

Abstract :

This article attempts to highlight changes in the formal structure of the
city by examining the opposite philosophical movements of two
periods; the and of the 18h century, the period of the Enlightenment,
and the first half of the 19'" century, and by studying the interaction
between a mathematical way of thinking and idealistic nature on one
hand, and the idea of history and historicism on the other hand - tiil
the establishment of the industrial civiliaztion in the second half of the
19" century.

This study has been centered around studies of the landuse structure
and the formation of the central areas of industrial cities in England,
and around the influence of the ideas of the Enlightenment preiod in
Europe on the formal structure of the North American metropolises in
the 19" century.

With regard to the idea that the formal structure of the city is
architecture, consisting of buildings and open spaces, this article takes
into consideration theoretical view and architectural expression based
on the imitation of the laws of nature or history, in accordance with the
concepts held by the romantics or the classicists.

Finally, in order to present an example of these formal changes, the
study analyses the interaction among the organic, biological and
mechanical orders in the design and implementation of the process of
renewal of the structure of the city of Paris.

Key Words:

Nature, History, Technique, Natural order, Biologic order.

* - This article is a concise version of the Ph. D. thesis of the Author titled: "The Morphological Structure of the City between Wisdom and
Sentiment" written at the University of Florence in Italy, in 1976 and subsequent research studies in this regard in the University of Montreal
during the years 1991 - 1993.

** . Assist, Prof. Department of Environmental Design. Faculty of Environment, University of Teheran.



