3 Changing attitude @ A way ol protection ...

Changing attitude : A way for protection of the environment
Fadaie Araghi, GIL (Ph. D)*

Abstract :

The cnvironment belongs to everybody, but as a result of incorrect use of natural
resources by a minority and selfish groups, the environment has been polluted. The
environmental specialists have stated the danger and suggested some solutions. The
writer belives that besides of all solutions, there is another way which suggests the
change of mans attitude towards the world and himself. In this way which all religions
especially Islam support, it says that man should not consider himself as the center of
the world to exploit all resources for his benefit, but man is a creature who should act
wisely to protect all living resources for himself, other creatures and coming

generations. Ten basic principles, taken from Holly Qoran, are mentioned.
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scientists are aware of the problem. They have
alarmed the danger and given solutions and
have asked for implementation of serious
decisions. No doubt seeking the rational and
scientific solutions are very important, and any
instruction is of great value, but it must be
known that the benefit - seeking of above
mentioned minority who seek their own
benefits do not permit any serious solution to
be implemented.

It is believed that besides all rational and
scientific solutions which are very important in
their own places, the general attitude toward
the world, human beings, and nature is of
great importance in using and consuming the
natural resources. While in western humanistic
philosophy, man is everything and cosidered to
be in the center of the world, and humanism is
believed as the only philosophy of life,
therefore, everybody seeks his own benefit and
tries to get it, ignoring anythihg else.

It is believed that, on the other hand, there
is a divine philosophy of life which looks at
men as a responsible and effective beings in
the world, whose direction of life should
always be towards God, that is men should be

of Allah.

natural

obedient to the rules In this

philosophy,  all resources  are
considered to belong to all human beings, tor
now and ever.

In this article, the basic questions are as
tollows:

1 - Is current way of western philosophy

able to protect the environmental resources?.

2 - Do the general attitiudes and opinions
essentially affect the way of consuming of the
natural resources? Taking into consideration
the specialists’ alarms about the pollution and
by observing the exploitation of all resources
by some great powers and industrialized
countries, especially in late decades, there is
no guarantee to stop unexpected great
dangerous events in the near future in the
the high

sophisticated technology, being under the

world. Today, man with his
hands of the tyrants and agressors of political
and superpowers, is not only unable to find
good will of life but would face many unsolved
difficulties.

In a story about Pharoah, The Holy Qoran
illustrates that all disasters of Man is because
of his selfishness and this selfishness causes
him to call others to obey him and collects
everything for himself like pharoah and wastes
everything especially natural resources. Some
verses of the Holy Qoran are as follows:

* Lo! Pharoah exalted himself in the earth
and made its people castes. (28/4)

* Lo! Pharoah was verily a tyrant in the
land Lo! he was of wanton. (43/31).

So in divine philosophy of all relegions
especially Islam, any disaster and disorder
caused by man is because of his selfishness
and his exaltness, that in turn leads him to
wastefulness. Psychologically, when somebody
wastes things, he teels some sort of superiority
over others. In this philosophy everybody

should begin trom himself and {irst of all
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consider himself as an obedient to God and
that he is allowed to make use of anything but
not to waste them and he should think that
after him many other generations will come
and they are human beings as well.

To explain more : all religions recommend
people to obey God, and that all people are
God’s creature and all prophets believe that
obedience of God is necessary. As the
environmentalists mentioned, the exaltness of
man is the main factor of all his disasters in
the world (Rene,Duman),it seems that the
protection of the environmental resources
mostly depends on the state of man being wise
and to think more about the philosophy which
says evervthing in the world is for man and for
his benefit and he must try his best to enjoy his
life. In other words, the pure humanism as a
modern philosophy is considered to be the
base of mans exaltness.In other words when
man sees himself in the center of the world
and feels that he should enjoy himself by all
possible means of the world and feels that he
should enjoy himself by all possible means, it =
evident that he makes benefit from all thing
and even make other human beings as his
servants.

In this philosophy, instead of thinking of
contlict among civilizations expressed by
should try to

understand, think of and sympatize with one

Huntington, all people
another. In this philosophy of life, man should
believe himself as the viceroy of God on the

earth and that he is not the only owner of

everything, and he should not forget that all
human beings for now and ever, are the
partners in using and benefiting the world
resources. He is not allowed to destroy the
resources but he should use them in a legal
and logical way.

The writer of this essay tries to point out
that if the teachings taken from Holy Qoran
be understood and implemented, man can
highly benefit from all scientific and
technological investigations. These teachings
are characterized in ten following principles:

1- Full communication by understanding
one another.

In the Holy Qoran God says: O mankind! | o!
we have created you, male and female, anet
have made you nations and tribes, that ye ray
know one another. Lo! the noblest of you. in
the sight of Allah, is the best in conduct. {49/3)

2- Belief in God, not in Satan.

In the Holy Qoran God says: Surve Allah and
shun false gods. (16/36)

3- Man’s viceroy of God on earth.

God says in the Holy Qoran: When thy
Lord said unto angels: Lo! I am about to place
a viceroy in the earth ... (16/14)

... He it is who hath placed you as viceroys oi
the earth ... (6/165)

4- Wasting is forbidden
The principle of avoidance of prodigy is shown
in following verses:

Lo! the squanderers were ever brothers of the
devils (17/27)

... and wat and drink, but do not prodigal
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* Lol He Joveth not the prodigals. fsaving) Eat
of the good things where with we have
provided you; and transgress not in respect
there of lest My Wrath come upon you; and
e on whom My Wrath cometh, he is lost
mdeed. (20/81)

5- Jaarth shonld be developned by man.

here 1s a verse in the Hely Qoran which
savs: He brought you forth from the earth and
hath made you husband it. {13/62)

6 - Corroption on earth is made by man:

God says in the Holy Qoran @ Corruption
doth cppear on land and because of (the evil)
which men’s hands done, that he may make
them taste a part of that which they have

1y

e, in order that they may return.

A
7o Nelfishness causes transgression:
PMan is a transgression when he  feels

timselt phisiceilv mentally so rich that he does

not need to anybody, the Holy Qoran says
while describing the story of Moses and

Pharoa:

(e both of you {Moses and his brother)
anto Pharoah, Lo! he hath transgressed (the
hounds) (20/43),

Teacheth man that which he knew not, Nay,
but verily man is rebellious (96/5,6) Who (all)
were rebellious (to Allah) in these lands and
multiplied in equity there in?

& - The abasement and obedience of people
tO transgressors.

God says in the Holy Qoran : Thus he
(Pharoah) persuaded his people to make light

(to Moses), and they obeyed him (43/54) .

9 - Threaten your enemy:

The principle of using force by gathering all
nassiblities to threaten the enemy of God and
man is shown in foilowing verses:

Make ready for them all thou canst
of(armed) force and ot horses totierd, that
thereby ve may disinay the enemy ot Ajlah and
vour eneny.

1{¥ - Make peace among brothers :

When two groups of believers quarrels,
fight with one who agresses untii evervthing
stand according to Divine law. God says in the
Holy Qoran:

And if two parties of belicvers tall tighting,
then make peace  between them. And i two
narties ot believers fall fighting, then make
peace between them. And if one party of them
doeth wrong to the other, fight ye that which
doeth wrong till it return unto the ordinance of

Allah; it it return make peace between them

justly and act equitably. Lo! Allah joveth the

equitable.

Conclusion :

As mentioned before, the environmental
crisis is near, and the life of whole human
beings is in danger, and man is the only
creature who is responsible to this serious
problem. As discussed in this essay, it 18
considered that way of thinking or the
philosophy of life is the main factor of this
situation. It is believed that changing trom
pure huranism to the Divine philosophy of

Qoran change many things.
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Mow that the president of the Bslamic Repudiie
of dran o proposed the ‘motte” of dialogue
of cavilizations and the !United Nations has
approved it and the year of 2001 is marked ax
the vear of dialogue of cvilizations, therefore,
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s view axoan ntrastructure of decision
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making n giobal level and tor everybody as
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