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The principle of Khiyar (option) is well-established in Iranian civil law concerning
contracts ( ‘Uqiid). However, its applicability to unilateral legal acts (Iga ‘at), such as
the right of pre-emption (Akhz-e Shof“eh), remains a subject of scholarly debate.
While the predominant view denies the extension of options to unilateral acts, a
significant minority of scholars argue for their applicability, challenging established
doctrines. This study critically examines the feasibility of applying contractual
options to the right of pre-emption by analyzing the arguments of both prevailing and
dissenting jurists. Proponents contend that since unilateral acts share fundamental
legal principles with contracts, general contractual rules, including the right of
rescission, should apply, provided the option’s conditions are met and its exercise is
compatible with the inherent nature of pre-emption. This research undertakes a
meticulous investigation into the specific operation of various options within the
framework of pre-emption, thereby contributing to a more nuanced understanding of
this legal quandary.
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