Thinking on Death in Iranian Cinema: A Film-as-Philosophy Approach
(Case Studies: Travellers, Pari, Taste of Cherry, The Last Step, Fish & Cat)+*

Abstract

This article examines death-thinking in Iranian cinema from the perspective of
the film-as-philosophy approach. It argues that certain Iranian films do not
merely represent death as a recurrent theme, but organize death'as a cinematic
problem and thereby produce a distinct mode of philesophical\reflection.
Methodologically, the study is a basic, descriptive-analytical, and qualitative
inquiry based on library research. It first reviews the theoretical relations
among film, philosophy, and death, including the.ontologiealdinks between the
moving image and mortality, the narrative and generic functions of death, and
recent debates on whether films can philosophizésinitheir own right. It then
formulates a two-level analytical framework for cinematic philosophizing: an
intra-filmic level and an extra-filmic level. \

At the intra-filmic level, films think throughytheir own material of thought:
moving images, sound, framing, miSe-én*scéne, temporality, montage,
narration, authorship, the distribution ‘of information, and aesthetic
experience. These elements allow, a film to ask questions, generate tensions,
construct arguments, and offer provisional answers without necessarily
translating itself into written philosophical discourse. At the extra-filmic level,
filmic thought expahds through intertextuality, adaptation, genre, historical
context, relations with ether arts, and hermeneutic interpretation. The article
develops seven argument§ for the possibility of filmic philosophizing: the
argument yfrom materialy of thought, authorship, universality, the erotetic
structure of screenplay, paradox, intertextuality, and aesthetic perception. On
this basis,it claims that film-as-philosophy does not think death in the same
way ‘that written philosophy does. Rather, it transforms death into a visual,
temporal, narrative,sonic, and affective problem.

The framework is applied to five Iranian films: Bahram Beyzai’s The Travelers,
Dariush Mehrjui’s Pari, Abbas Kiarostami’s Taste of Cherry, Ali Mosaffa’s The
Last Step, and Shahram Mokri’s Fish and Cat. The analysis shows that The
Travelers constructs death through the collision of mourning and wedding, the
absent announcement of death, the mirror, the photograph, sound,

* This article is derived from the second author’s doctoral dissertation, entitled The
Contemplations of Film-as-Philosophy on Death, supervised by the first author at the University
of Tehran.



choreographic mise-en-scene, and the final transformation of mourning into
celebration. Pari thinks death indirectly through the question of whether life is
worth living, its rejection of suicide, its visual disorder, and its intertextual
appropriation of Salinger. Taste of Cherry turns suicide, burial, the corpse, the
grave-like car, and the paradoxical video ending into a meditation on the
impossibility of fully representing death. The Last Step Bises a dead narrator,
temporal dislocation, repetition, and intertextual transformation to make a
singular death think itself through fragmented cinematic time.\Fish and Cat, by
combining the slasher genre with a long-take structure, non-lineartemporality,
invisible murders, and a Mobius-like narrative topology, diffusessdeath across
the entire film without directly showing it.

The article concludes that these Iranian films move beyond\the thematic
representation of death. Through formal, narrative, aestheti¢, and intertextual
operations, they produce forms of cinematig death-thinking and open new
horizons for studying Iranian cinema within the film-as-philosophy tradition.
In doing so, it also proposes a methedological bridge between philosophy of
film, Iranian film studies, and thanatological desthetics, where death becomes
not an object of depiction alone, but a force t{lat organizes cinematic thinking
itself from within.
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