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Narrative works function as potent vehicles forhistorical landmarks, societal dynamics,
intellectual schemas, political reflections, and religious discourses. This inquiry
critically interrogates the politicalafeflections of religion as depicted in the novel “Al-
Talyani”. This text is‘utilized as/a fertile research corpus, expertly delineating the
Tunisian sociopolitical terrain during a critical historical phase, notably featuring
student movementsglike thewleftist faction and the influential Muslim Brotherhood,
alongside their complex familial entanglements that mirror both intra- and extra-mural
conflicts. The investigation adheres to a descriptive-analytical methodology, grounded
in critical perspectives disseminated through the Cultural Criticism paradigm. The
studied novel derivedits significance from its prestigious position among the winners
of the Arabic Booker Prize, amplified by the extensive global translations and pervasive
critieal and media attention it has garnered. This heightened standing has motivated
this study to systematically investigate the author’s preoccupation with the political
dimensions of religion within the work, and to evaluate the nature of these reflections—
whether they are positive or negative.The religious-political reflections within the
novel were systematically mapped across distinct thematic vectors: ideological
antagonism, mechanisms of systemic repression, identity dissolution, and the
escalation of insubordination, and the fragmentation of the Arab Self Confronting the
Western Other. Ultimately, the analysis evidenced that the novelist withheld any
laudatory depiction of Islamist organizations such as the Muslim Brotherhood.
Notwithstanding the prevailing hegemony of liberal and democratic forces in Tunisia at
that time, the Islamist current was accorded the most expansive and pejoratively
charged representation in the text, thus signifying a distinctly critical scholarly
appraisal of the movement.
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