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Title

Encountering Experimental Cinema as Performance Art: Focusing on the Theories of David
Davies (Case Studies: the films "Jam-e Hasanlu" and ”In Jam-e Jahan-bin" Directed by Mohammad
Reza Aslani)

Abstract

Experimental cinema, by challenging conventional patterns of narrative and representation, creates a
new possibility for artistic encounter in which the artwork transcends the status of a finished product
and becomes a performative event realized through the audience’s presence.

This research, grounded in David Davies’s theories of the artwork as action and event, examines the
relationship between experimental cinema and performance art by investigating its ontological,
epistemological, and experiential dimensions. The central question is how experimental cinema, beyond
text-centered interpretations, can be understood through a conceptual connection with performance art
within the context of audience encounter. Employing a qualitative approach with analytical-interpretive
methods and interrogative reasoning, this research focuses on two films—Jam-e Hasanlu and In Jam-e
Jahan-bin by Mohammad Reza Aslani—as prominent examples of Iranian experimental cinema.

The findings reveal that the fragmented narrative structure, emphasis on presence and process, and
activation of the audience’s perceptual situation elevate the work to a performative event in which
meaning is enacted rather than merely transmitted. Consequently, the audience participates as co-creator
of meaning in the realization of the artwork, and the artistic experience, as a shared action, enables the
redefinition of concepts such as the artwork, the audience, and the encounter itself.

Davies’s framework positions the artwork not as a static object but as a dynamic occurrence that
demands active engagement. In experimental cinema, this manifests through deliberate disruption of
linear temporality, foregrounding of materiality, and refusal of closure. Jam-e Hasanlu and In Jam-e
Jahan-bin exemplify these strategies: their non-linear montage, ambiguous symbolism, and sensory
intensity resist passive consumption and compel the viewer into interpretive labor. The spectator’s
cognitive and affective participation becomes constitutive of the work’s identity, transforming reception
into performance.

This performative dimension aligns experimental cinema with performance art’s core principles:
ephemerality, contingency, and the primacy of the event over the artifact. Just as performance art exists
in the moment of its execution, experimental cinema achieves its full realization in the singular
encounter between film and viewer. The meaning is not pre-inscribed but emerges through the dynamic
interplay of cinematic elements and audience perception.

The study demonstrates that experimental cinema’s ontological status is fundamentally relational. The
work’s identity is not fixed in its material substrate but actualized through the spectator’s embodied
engagement. This challenges traditional aesthetic theories that privilege authorial intention or textual
autonomy, proposing instead a model where meaning-making is distributed across the encounter.
Furthermore, the research highlights how experimental cinema’s performative nature reconfigures the
audience’s role from passive receiver to active agent. The viewer’s interpretive choices, temporal
experience, and sensory responses are not external to the work but integral to its existence. This
participatory structure democratizes aesthetic authority and opens space for plural meanings.

By situating Iranian experimental cinema within Davies’s theoretical framework, this study contributes
to both film theory and performance studies, offering a conceptual bridge between disciplines. It argues
that understanding experimental cinema as performance art illuminates its radical potential: to transform
the encounter into the site of artistic creation, where meaning is collaboratively performed.

Keywords: Audience encounter; Experimental cinema; Performance art; David Davies; Jam-e Hasanlu;
In Jam-e Jahan-bin



