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Abstract

Statuses of the Islamic state in its interaction with the outside world are one of the most
fundamental discussions in the Islamic political jurisprudence. Some Muslim theologians, often
with a perfectionist approach, have portrayed the Islamic state as a universal entity and considered
other states illegitimate. While this vision reflects the ultimate ideal of the Islamic order,it has
faced serious challenges in practice. By contrast, some other Islamic jurisprudence, adopting a
more pragmatic orientation, while safeguarding theological prineiples; acknowledges the
dynamic realities of international relations and provides mechahismssuchnas peace, truce,
waiting, and treaties to manage them. The core question of this study:s to clarify the conditions
and juristic boundaries among these different statuses. Theshypothesis is«that Shi‘a political
jurisprudence has significant potential to manage the complexities of contemporary international
relations. Findings show that in Shi‘a thought, particularly in.the view of Ayatollah Khamenei,
the primary principle in Islam’s foreign relations is *Struggle" and'Resistance" until the higher
goals of Islam are achieved. Such a struggle may take the form of war, peace, or ceasefire,
provided it serves the overarching interests<of Islam and the Muslim community. In this
framework, peace and truce are not signs of surrender or passivity but instruments for regrouping
and strengthening Muslims’ position. Thus, halting hostilities or accepting peace or truce always
depends on temporal and spatial conditions, the enemy’s relative power, internal capacities, and
the supreme interest of Islam.
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