Faculty of Islamic Knowledge and Thought

Research Journal of Islamic Knowledge and Thought

The Place of Love in the Ontological Arguments of Theoretical Mysticism

and Transcendental Wisdom

Ahmad Maleki

1. PhD, senior seminary professor and lecturer at the University of Tehran
ahmadmalekil1011@gmail.com

Avrticle Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Scientific Research

Article history:
Received:

2025-12-04

Received in revised form:
2025-12-04

Accepted :

2026-02-09

Available online:
2026-02-23

Keywords:

Love (‘Ishg);
Demonstration (Burhan),
Ontology, Ontological
Arguments, Theoretical
Mysticism (al- Irfan al-
Nazari), Transcendent
Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-
Muta ‘aliyah).

Love (‘ishg) occupies a central position in the ontological
demonstrations of theoretical mysticism (al- irfan al-nazari) and
Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta ‘aliyah), to the extent
that their metaphysical framework may aptly be described as an
ontology of love. According to the epistemological and
metaphysical principles of these traditions, a being devoid of love
has no genuine ontological reality; both God—Exalted and
Glorified—and all manifestations (mazahir) of His Being are, in
their respective modes, characterized by love. Moreover, love
constitutes a foundational principle in both mystical ontology and
Sadrian metaphysics. First, it is one of the Divine Attributes of
Beauty (al-sifat al-jamaliyyah). Second, it is the origin of creation
and the principle governing the arc of descent (gaws al-nuzil)
through the movement of love (al-harakah al-ubbiyyah). Third, it
permeates all levels and manifestations of existence. Fourth, it is
the cause of the return of all existential realities (kalimat al-wujid)
to their Origin in the arc of ascent (qaws al-su id). Employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology, this study examines the place
of love within the ontological arguments of theoretical mysticism
and Transcendent Philosophy, demonstrating its function across
these four interrelated dimensions, which encompass both the
beginning and the end of the cosmic order. The study argues, first,
that within this ontological paradigm there is no conflict between
intellect (‘agl) and love; rather, intellect itself establishes love as
the very foundation of its metaphysical vision. Second, it
demonstrates that love is neither illusory nor ethically
reprehensible; instead, it constitutes the very principle and ground
of reality throughout both the arc of descent and the arc of ascent.
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