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Sovereignty, as one of the fundamental elements of statehood, entails
both rights and obligations for states. Since ancient times, the
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authority to determine the conditions for granting nationality to
individuals has been considered one of these rights. At the same time,
the international dimension of nationality has consistently been
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recognized by doctrine and international judicial practice, and in light
of the developments in the international community, the humanization
of international law, and the transformation of sovereignty, this
dimension has been further strengthened. Since the mid-20th century,
the right to nationality has repeatedly been addressed in both treaty
and customary international human rights law. Its realization, as a
“right to have a right,” is considered a prerequisite for enjoying other
human rights. Under conventional international law, judicial practice,
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and doctrine, the right to nationality imposes specific obligations on
states within a general framework—including both positive and
negative duties, as well as obligations to respect, protect, and fulfill
the right. These obligations include: Prohibiting discriminatory
treatment of individuals based on race, sex, language, religion,
national origin, economic status, age, disability, or any other status;
Prohibiting arbitrary actions, including ignoring objective and
reasonable criteria; Committing to prevent and reduce statelessness;
Paying special attention to specific groups, such as refugees, children,
and dual nationals; Addressing related situations, such as expulsion,
alteration, or voluntary renunciation of nationality.
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1. Ho Chi Minh City

2. At: https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2018/11/universal-declaration-human-rights-70-30-
articles-30-articles-article-15 >2024/06/28.

3. Sovereignty

4. Constitutional doctrine

5. Statehood

6. Nationality (derived from the Latin word Natio)
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3. Right to nationality

4. Prohibition of arbitrary deprivation of nationality
5. Right to change one’s nationality

6. Legal assassination
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3. Community sovereignty
4. National state
5. Universal state
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2. Erga omnes

3. A natural or inalienable rights

4. American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, O.A.S. Res. III, Ninth International

Conference of American States, Bogota, 2 May 1948.
5. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 1948.
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International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESC), 16 December 1966;
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(CAT), 10 December 1984; International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED), 20 December 2006.

2. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), 16 December 1966.

. Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), 20 November 1989.

4. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), 18

December 1979.

. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), 21 December 1965.

. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), 13 December 2006.

7. International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of
Their Families (CMW), 18 December 1990.

8. The Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons (CSS), 28 September 1954; Convention
on the Reduction of Statelessness (CRS), 30 August 1961.

9. Convention relating to the Status of Refugees (CSR), 28 July 1951.

10. E.g. (A/Res/50/152, 1996).

11. E.g. (A/HRC/13/34, 2009).

12. Commentary on the Draft Articles on Nationality of Natural Persons in Relation to the Succession
of States, 1999.

13. American Convention on Human Rights (ACHR), 22 November 1969.

14. The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR).

15. Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (European
Convention on Human Rights; ECHR), 4 November 1950.
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1. Article 20. Right to Nationality: “1. Every person has the right to a nationality; 2. Every person has
the right to the nationality of the state in whose territory he was born if he does not have the right
to any other nationality; 3. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality or of the right to
change it”.

2. See (United States Diplomatic and Consular Staff in Tehran, 1980: 3).

3. E.g. (BVerwG 10 C 50.07, 2009: para. 18).

4. Emerging customary international law
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1. Duty to respect

2. Duty to protect

3. Duty to fulfil

4. The Principle of equality and non-discrimination
5. Principle of human dignity
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2. Indian Citizenship Act, 1955.

3. At: https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/12/11/india-citizenship-bill-discriminates-against-muslims
>2024/06/28.
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1. Prohibition against racial discrimination and apartheid
2. Jus cogens
3. Negro descent
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1. Campaign of racial discrimination

2. Crimean Tatars and ethnic Ukrainians in Crimea
3. Gender parity/equality

4. Gender contribution

5. Gender balance

6. Gender diversity



0348 oy [y CiraS > V€0 € Glivno o€ 5ylons 00 5,93 090k gis llho dolilas YO+ £

LS g0 o5 59y 3 59 le Loy sl 8 b 09 Wgte LS )3 38 aSul 51 )6 48 o
an ST (VA5A) LS bl (L8 pin dus 3 aSST Lo 9945 o 03 pous LiS L5905 35 gl cdiidls
B &S (5255 josad ;3 Lol wimy Janl b5, @ 1) Canl didly o 00 o oliS ke 9 )y
ol ylgd 5l (6,50 (sladiges pi (Yo od) oy 5odl o (Yo IV) HKwlBlolo (Vo VY g Ve o) ool punn
Mol Sl Lo LYY 5 Vo W) ope Baoxio ljlol g (Voo F) Glys JUS™ )0 o2 )yl pb i
sl el S5 bl (UNHCR, 2022: 2-3) 3,95 o0 e 4 «anl a2l YNV Lo 3 Sio
P i P xd Glawkio w0 03 yous Cugto Ol 5l Ay g (a0 4 ST ao; cpl o olpl o6
(Azizi & Hosseini Mahjoob, 2023: 17-20) Yl osds Lads lores cunl sl

TSl Gloygd il da g )50 cumli (B ) iy aed Egd9e 3l slalu
Bl dle as adm an VoA 5o dobapogi 00 din g ol a8\ )8 oa iy 3o (glyoud
2> ;> (UNHCR, 2022: 4) slaslyyy 958 YY) Coml uled )3 i juol yiund ¢l o
crg=ad |y (o el aeileiS g (g 8 Cundy (amileiS Cusl 03,8 dnogi oll 4
OBl sy bl deliwlis ool cdgs sl dtwled budlsl clgd s lan 5o 08
dy5-0 0 Cowl 4ot (A/HRC/43/12,2019: 7, 23) LS pouds |y oiicd b, 5 oabcos
adgie 235,84 comli JED1 55 (65 ade i a5l (80 3)lse gyl 3 Jdne cpl S
ol Sl plo g L8l 50

1. Partial reform
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4. Human Rights Council’s Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
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1. Standard of non-arbitrariness

2. See e.g. UDHR, Art. 15(2); CRPD, Art. 18(1)(a), ACHR, Art. 20(3); and ECN, Art. 4(c).
3. Right to be heard

4. Right to appeal

5. Statelessness

6. Not an obligation of result, but an obligation of conduct
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