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Abstract

The widespread digitization has, intertwined with the very fabric of
human life, reduced cities to mere spaces of work and residence, and
streets to mere passageways. The aim of the present study is to
examine the legal nature of the street and to clarify the interaction
between law and streets. The research employs a descriptive-
analytical method, wherein the components of a “good street,” as
conceptualized in urban studies, serve as the theoretical framework
and are compared with the legal requirements of streets, derived from
principles of human rights and democracy. A good street has four key
characteristics: permeability, safety, legibility, and physical and
functional diversity. On one hand, assuming these characteristics exist
at an adequate level, a street can become a space for the creation,
enforcement, and oversight of legal norms, thereby fulfilling its role
as part of the public sphere and allowing the street to influence law.
On the other hand, law, by enforcing the three core principles of the
international human rights system—freedom, equality, and
solidarity—prescribes the design and development of streets, thus
shaping them in return. The result of this interaction between law and
the street is the revitalization of the street/city’s political function and
the restoration of public participation from the virtual space back to
the visible sphere of human life.
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