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Explanation of Mystical Concepts of the Islamic Revolution from the
Perspective of Seyyed Morteza Avini

Hossein Ebrahimil, Abbas Keshavarz Shokri?

Abstract:

Mysticism, as a profound spiritual school and movement within Iranian culture, has played a crucial role in
the political and social developments of this land. The Islamic Revolution of Iran was not merely a political
upheaval but rather a spiritual awakening and inner transformation in which the mystical and philosophical
spirit was manifested. Thus, understanding the relationship between mysticism and the Islamic Revolution can
lead to a comprehensive understanding of the various dimensions of the Revolution and its impacts on the Shia
community and Iranian society. Seyyed Mortaza Avini, as one of the intellectual elites of this period, has
addressed this phenomenon with a deep and mystical perspective. The aim of this article is to examine Avini's
approach to the Islamic Revolution from the perspective of mysticism and religiosity, demonstrating how this
approach can lead to a deeper understanding of the Revolution and its messages. The theoretical framework of
this research is based on mystical thought. Avini believes that the Islamic Revolution is a manifestation of
divine love and a quest for truth, wherein the people have returned to their essence and sought to realize divine
values. This article employs an analytical and descriptive methodology, utilizing data collection tools,
including note-taking from three of Avini's works: An Introduction to an End, The Snails of the House to
Carry, and The Government of the Wise. To better understand the mystical concepts in Avini's works, textual
interpretation has been employed, facilitating the identification of connections between mystical ideas and the
Revolution. The findings of this research indicate that Avini’s mystical approach not only perceives the Islamic
Revolution as distinct from other revolutions in the world but also emphasizes the core elements of his mystical
perspective, including inner transformation, monotheism, the interplay between love and reason, and divine
encounter, reminding us that the Revolution transcends mere political change—it's a spiritual and mystical
journey. Avini refers to the stages of mystical ascent in politics: self-awareness, migration, struggle, and
guardianship, teaching us that the Islamic Revolution is an opportunity for returning to oneself and achieving
a deeper understanding of the meaning and purpose of life.
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