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While hijab initially appears as a straightforward religious injunction, how social actors
practice it—particularly in Iranian society—has endowed it with distinctive and complex
characteristics. This study seeks to examine the phenomenon of normative veiling among girls
whose mothers have strictly observed hijab, focusing on their process of socialization. The
central research question is: What is the explanatory model for the preservation of Islamic
veiling practices among young girls in devout families?

The study employs a qualitative, grounded theory methodology, with data collected through
theoretical sampling from YV interviewees. The core category emerging from the analysis is
the concept of "persuasive role-modeling,” which is further explored through an explanatory
model. Key causal factors identified in shaping girls' veiling practices include: fulfillment of
religious duties, the dominant familial environment, interactions with the opposite sex, and—
most significantly—the influence of mothers.

Additionally, the study highlights the structural weakening of the family institution in recent
decades as a contextual factor diminishing its influence on children. In line with the research
approach, potential solutions to this issue are proposed.
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