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Individuals encountering religion are typically placed into two categories: religious and non-
religious. However, upon deeper examination, religiosity is something that takes on many
forms. Therefore, research and policymaking in the field of religion and religiosity is
incomplete without considering the diversity and multiplicity present within it. Studying the
beliefs and practical traditions arising from those who, from the perspective of an external
observer, are considered non-religious, still falls within the scope of religiosity studies.
However, sociological studies of religion often pay less attention to this spectrum.
Furthermore, the significant impact of students from top universities, as elites who shape the
future outlook of the country, underscores the importance of studying religiosity within the
inner sanctum of their awareness and worldview. The purpose of this research is to present a
narrative of the life-world of non-religious students at the Universities of Tehran and Sharif,
and the variations and colorfulness present within the text of their life-world. Towards this
goal, this research utilizes a phenomenological approach. The sample under study consisted of
50 students. Religion and religiosity can be categorized, in one sense, into three dimensions:
cognitive, attitudinal, and behavioral. This article only addresses the cognitive dimension of
religiosity. In this research, a framework consisting of 6 axes was used as the basis for
interviews with the interviewees. Analysis of the collected data reveals that, in a general
classification, the subjects under study can be categorized into four groups: “Religion-Bound
Totalists,” “Disbelievers in the Principles of Religion,” “Disbelievers in the Sharia,” and
“Believers in the Sharia.” Due to the diversity and breadth of the data, this research focuses
solely on the epistemic-belief positions of students who disbelieve in the principles of religion.
Nevertheless, the study of non-believers yielded six types, which are: the Science-Ritual
Constructivist God-Denier, the Doubt-Based Agnostic, the Autonomous Doubt-Based, the
Science-Ritual Agnostic, the Comfort-Seeking Duty-Avoider, and the Pluralist Doubt-Based
God-Believer.
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