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Abstract

In line with the development of international trade and investment in
recent decades, the identification and application of specialized, up-
to-date, reliable, and transnational dispute resolution methods has
become an undeniable necessity for all countries seeking to attract
foreign investment. In this context, international commercial courts
have emerged as a new mechanism for resolving international
disputes. These courts have been established and operationalized in
many countries, including the United Arab Emirates. Specifically,
the international commercial courts based in the Dubai International
Financial Centre (DIFC) and the Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM)
stand out as key examples, having adopted a dynamic and modern
approach in positioning themselves as international dispute
resolution platforms. However, the key question is: what are the
most important factors that attract international commercial courts to
Dubai (DIFC) and the Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM)? In
response to this question, it can be argued that the modern,
technology-driven approach, based on virtual and remote hearings,
the establishment of a Small Claims Court to expedite and minimize
the costs of litigation, alignment with alternative dispute resolution
(ADR) methods, the possibility of using foreign lawyers, and the
identification of effective mechanisms for the widespread
enforcement of international awards are among the most important
factors contributing to the attractiveness of these courts. Therefore,
this research aims to analyze and evaluate the structure and
characteristics of these courts through a descriptive-analytical study
in order to propose a suitable framework for the establishment of
such international institutions.
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1. International commercial courts.

2. Alternatives to arbitration.

3. The Singapore International Commercial Court (SICC).
4. The China International Commercial Court (CICC).
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5. Netherlands Commercial Court (NCC).

6. Frankfurt International Commercial Court.

7. Tribunal de Commerce de Paris.

8. Commercial Court Baden-Wirttemberg.

9. The Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC).

10. Qatar International Court (QIC).
11. The London Commercial Court (LCC).
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1. Typology.
2. International instruments.

3. International court of justice (ICJ).
4. International criminal court (ICC).
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1. https:/iww.difccourts.ae/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Dubail20f2004_amended2011.pdf  (accessed:
January 14, 2025)

2. The UAE constitution.

3. Offshore jurisdiction.
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yay oo Ahaodw /... Mol yw syl sloo 5O

baoce Lol coyly o8 o oljl dabaie g gyt Malline Jlo 3850 Sl ol amd oSSt
Jo 53 03300l 35 50l (65l )b ) (oolaiBl by (a8l o Cuygele o o ladty (ye
g g oimemosST ol ay Jlo 350 cnl cloj ol 512685 e (5, 421, 355 (slwojls, YN0
ang L wogde 4 .Cul 02l olaid] 5g3 4y 1) Sles @y )l 5 S’ (gly Canlio 5 oSSl
e 538 Gl (S plis yob Sl 3 bal (Sl S50 cnl ohRS s 4,
.(Entrepreneurial Rise .355 0 «3lus "(MENA) 1,81 Jlas 5 ailioygls dilate y (ST yd)
in the Middle East and North Africa: The Influence of Quadruple Helix on
il Lihis S (ADGM) bl Sk 5L Technological Innovation: 2022: 173)
ol ol JIy5 5 LB g SelE Ml gl &bl 53 oS pumpes 4 o 4 ]
5 SISO s e 3l (VY (ligd ¥ 5)lad (8) YT Lo (5 Congos &5 5050
5 59 050Dy ] o83l g3 Jolid pitss (ol 3,5 sbw ) oninl Sl 5L dlp 1) s olaS
(Najjar, 2017: 94) 1595 0 o)l5] ¥ (5 LogSiT lgh (cou jl 45 ainaos oSl

s 9B ¥ Bl 51 35550 03] 00 i S s ) (ADGM) i) Sle it
g J) solite 930 e 2l2) (Sigd sy Dipae b Lasl o> g ol Fondaly il
il )3 Mol |9 ol slae) bl sl gl lel alinl (glysed sl o558 ) o)y
ot Al B slaoygd y3 opiacia Lacl (uwl (9 s conl Lbgl WSl ol )lss)
shed () ol Jl 3 (¥ 83le) 2l awily (6,505 o (a2l shgd () &Sl S S (o
(Bell, 2021: 171) sl bgl )bl sy eybuts JT ok oy 15 o deoco e ¢ oy

cdo 139 5 gl 5 o3 (Aol o 5T ol (15 8] s 0 055
Silwols godge (il &5 Wi 513508 0 (oye Baotte Sl J1)38 (15lg8 ) Cand (5550009
ol @il o (Mlop 6y ke s g ylog lallas b 1y 58100 o] &l yie g aelob yiiiy s ya

Lalaio O+ dgd B o8 Wit gl 9 03 Mallope Jo 18150 los e yolol b by s azd]

L) 1y 295 ol oUaB el g (wilgd wloxiSTy oye Bastie Sl o)yl (> 45 S0 ol

1. Financial technology (Fin-tech).

2. The Middle East and North Africa (MENA).

3. Abu Dhabi Law No. 4 of 2013. To see the text of the law, please refer to the following link:
https://www.adgm.com/documents/legal-framework/abu-dhabi-
legislation/abu_dhabi_law_no_4_of 2013.pdf (accessed: January 14, 2025)

4. Anglo-Saxon.

5. The ADGM Founding Law.
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https://www.adgm.com/documents/legal-framework/abu-dhabi-legislation/abu_dhabi_law_no_4_of_2013.pdf

’f’FdMB‘j}% N E)M nid ;)j.}t ,-M:” “d‘}.ﬂ:’ ol yar

(Moo S 53U cngad Jad 839> 19) 5590399 9 8300930 SO o ploiog>g .Y .Y
5 i SleelSab (lue B9y iinjpe Ly (s Biodie Lol LS Culiw 5 o K8
Slosgas S5 lall iy (g5l SN 88 859> 1 1) (awslio [5)55 (550092

Il aizym 0sdin plol 2o (b5 & (502090%) (51> SaolS3IS 13 ol gmmn el o
oits (o8 olEoly pl 5wl oad ool WalSoly Sy 0 (Sl U5 5l eolaw] (gl (S
Jhiss 95 ¥0 B3le 5ub 39 oo plol S gy Bhas (o3l g 3,15 ((isiod) 08 sy o
3 ans djge S50 =SSy (Sloyme 3> g & (ailojl ,L)0 VoV JLo ¥F 6led
G (Sgw yd Wl o Caowyd |y (Slo oo pludl plo (A3 clolSols Lol ccunl 48,5
o5 sladyg, 5 olsd wdgs Uittwo o ol pllss | ADGM 4 DIFC (gy0sy sloolSls
9 (Slboypee jld coanlie £39-5 00 )15 3 2985 jl 34855 9 (o) 9 (2lad Sluda 2515 1) 395
A Cond Cgo Slaldl 5l 6 Tamwg B3g0ote picmad g Mg oo diblid Cuauydy dilo yoro Sl &1,
(Kandathil, 2024) w25 o &1yl J3b slaolsls

(ADGM) (B9 g (DIFC) (39 Modlim 5515 SO CumNeo g 30 g o5l (4936 oS 53 .F
5 (DIFC) (> (Mollin 5lo (slaelSoly b JiSis slaadie o ot oyl jl3 (b
Kb g )y g dunlio 005G b (ADGM) Loyl

(DIFC) (> (Mallons 5,8 sloelSoly (o (250 dulio g (Bymo b b ol ol 2 (3O byl o
DyS )8 Clbbre i (0 ool cpin Hid ke 4 Cus gy cSls (ADGM) gl 4

olFs1d wuS yi ) .
() b 5l Lol el (Malliye (S5 slyls (DIFC) o Jadliops Jbo 35 50 slaolSoly cin
Cal (Sl 55 Sy b5 bl ol o loss Gl Y elS oLad slaoje 5l e clad
.(Dimitropoulos, 2021: 366)

Al e sledas oY elS claolSly (DIFC) o5 (Mg Jlo 5850 (claolSals diwly o,
0ol (elamolSoly s ol (wdSSl claolEnls (sladrg, g aelyd @ laolEsls (] Ll
WS o (S (55 g (e (goled 4 g A LAl aog 0Bl S g (go 080 S ol
(The g e gl oye oaio Sllol 5 plo  Jome lolie 4 35 ol 5 (U (6,08 Slegsge

International Compendium of Construction Contracts: A Country by Chapter
Review, 2021: 1248)



ARY oo Ahaodw /... Mol yw syl sloo 5O
> sl s 1 55505 b Mallge (5 s 35 (ADGM) (asgd e L iS5l
yodods g o dasMo aS yob ylen oplpls (Dimitropoulos, 2021: 366) cul Y 4elS 554>
sl e 5 s Mollo o 5550 53 st Mall ey ko5 (slaolS3ls 53 5o < Jsons
ilodys 000 Y pelS Bads D Hawsis g () Glad

Sl b .Y ¥
pexia Iy (ADGM) (sl ez it 5 (DIFC) oo lallie Jlo 3550 sloglys & (seppe
hLel) 85,05 )5 1 )3 a8 (6,988 66 5l oSl opl p WSl il jhe a5 canl ] djlu g0 3,8 4
By e adlid Sl sly olgieds ega bolEaly pl (gedke o .l plese (oye bacie

sl )9S () (UAB it ] it gl (2L2E it Lol ctiloss @By )5S SG (49,0 &S

Y pelS Goin AVND Y pelS Jlasl g8 & ladll L (ADGM) gl Sl l5L oBsly p
She L a8 el o 5l (Sl ggi4e ol (Dimitropoulos, 2021: 366) cuwl 43,3 15 L
a2 OplS 3 1) YoelS B> oSl ()98 Ll 3)90 )3 (d)lo B8l (1357 aiyd (e (gl
ol 03l )3

21 Yool g JLael o5 i) e ik B3 (DIFC) 3 Ml Jo 55
Cygmo d g Sl 03503 30l 1) Foldio 5, gy 0dld j)8 dngi a8 13 (gylod 9 (o (goled
P 65 g (e oleB 23 p)LS A bayje (yg8» 4 sl b pdy sei 1) eSSl (96 (e
oo @3y S Jlasl ) MA] 8, b & sl 5l el bl e 5,54, osly T«DIFC
3w Jlesl b Coie yilb o 00 daled Jlael ThCouio oLad 35e0) els 45 WS o
Ol sl Sais Jlesl (LB AL S a8 09d 0 Jlasl Sygo ) s plSa dnl LB s4ally oyled
ool ya (YHDIFC) > Ml Jbo 5550 95l (V il casd i cpl & (o5 podludis o ypd
(F 0l 03,8 bl 1y o] ubyb &8 gl o (¥ 203l o el DIFC (ggms 5l conlpoy &S
(Alcolea, 2022: 422) g 5 ludSS) 958 (B £ g5l8 (o 3 S0 35

ol Iy al JoB by claolEsly )3 (DIFC) oo Mollipe Jbo 5850 96 (5 pbey Sl
=0 A bled il & sl gubo a5 Cunl S5 LS| 08T 38lg5 (6,500 o0 4 b S e
oobl roadol P8 [a3l (egas GIBIL 5 (cages oo b (S5 53 Wls oo (g8 V- ¥
.(Dimitropoulos, 2021: 366) cusl Sl og0s G5 Jguol

1. ADGM Application of English Law Regulations, 2015.
2. Law on the Application of Civil and Commercial Laws in the DIFC.
3. Chosen jurisdiction.
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1. Michael Hwang (former Chief Justice of the DIFC Court).
2. Common law Island in a civil law ocean.
3. Civil or commercial claims and actions.
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1. The London Court of International Arbitration (LCIA).
2. The Emirates Maritime Arbitration Centre.
3. Dubai International Arbitration Center (DIAC).
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Kaliuzhna. Comparative Analysis of How Emerging Arbitration Hubs like South Korea and the UAE

Compete for Dominance in the International Arena. Ga. J. Int'l & Comp. L., 51, 2022: 905.
1. The ADGM arbitration center.
2. https://en.adgm.thomsonreuters.com/rulebook/arbitration-regulations-2015-0 (accessed: January

14, 2025)
3. The International Court of Arbitration of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC Court).
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1. The Small Claims Tribunal (SCT).



4 oo Ahaodw /... Mol yw syl sloo 5O

()15 2525 Jlo Cudgaze ¢ Jlail &

Hged gd90 (55,1 L Ledl 3)90 oo Ll il V1V slaniy 0 bguyo (g5 g9:290 (o
33 oo plowd p3 Sy Sl ] 395 (5 CBlye ()b 9 LSS gl el o> Vere e e
.(Koster and Obe, 2018: 7) 1l pMel (SCT)

ADGM ol55l 33,5 (goled & Suwy s sbiwly ;3 DIFC laolEaly b aline 5,5,
Byloc mromal Cmgody 13,5 (55led 4 Sy o530 Ll b cprune ol 53 23945 o0 alanMo
I ) omla 025 )b 5 (o> ssled 4 (Sdwy Cae @y U9y S V0V g Y
Jmadg s e pwany 1) 095 CBMST algn U ad (yme S )5 5 31,3l (588 slootig
D98 xS ol polej g Ay sl ol jl w390

5 ol A (Vb 33 o8 Jlo csoled & (S sl o Jobado puslSo ool
wlails 4o o6 wl > ADGM 4 DIFC Iy s5los slaslSoly (sYU (s pdscbllas]
b g5 bl

2 Wy yea 051.F 0
o=l g3 ey e 1y olSohy o yeas bl B (M9 4 ADGM ¢ DIFC (claolSals 64 !
6)9‘3 ‘Ls?')lé' 5%9 C,Jlfs O“i‘" @L.\:L.w PR L;LL,JIUU 8l Solsly L)"“"’PLQ(H P P>
olSoly 055 098 wlaMisl 7, b jalatedy )8 sl )b 3r0id Bua b )8 My g9
Mol 1) 555 ylgh 15slSins By wanl 0 &S Caponsyy Y(SICC) sl Mallipsr (6o
Hdlin )5 6p9l> slrosigyy Shasi S Ly Hoa> 691> 3 3 ojlal ()l K 4 938
iy (A2 BB 35y Ol 8Ly @ 9 b & SICC 555 (21 Dy Iy 5 <5 iy,

(Antonopoulou, 2023: 343)

STy faebnil e (Mlliyn )b slaolsals jiin dxyp 35y 4 (2)B IS Hpa> Bl
A3,8 Byb (Bgis Sl 9 g joi I Wl o gpuwds S)ir 5yl oS 1 9 (LB ,5L
Wigd Moy 3 0js> (il )3 355 L

1. The Abu Dhabi Small Claims Court.
2. The Singapore International Commercial Court (SICC).
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2. Practical Guidance Note No. 1 of 2023, DIFC COURTS’ VIRTUAL HEARING AND
BUNDLING PROTOCOL. To access this guidance, please refer to the following link:
https://www.difccourts.ae/rules-decisions/practice-directions/practical-guidance-note-no-1-2023-
difc-courts-virtual-hearing-and-bundling-protocol (accessed: January 14, 2025)

3. https://www.adgm.com/arbitrationcentre/resources/documents/publications/en/adgm-courts-

protocol-for-remote-hearings.pdf (accessed: January 14, 2025)
4. Case-management techniques.


https://www.adgm.com/arbitrationcentre/resources/documents/publications/en/adgm-courts-protocol-for-remote-hearings.pdf
https://www.adgm.com/arbitrationcentre/resources/documents/publications/en/adgm-courts-protocol-for-remote-hearings.pdf
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1. Riyadh Arab Agreement for Judicial Cooperation. To see the agreement, please the following link:
https://www.refworld.org/legal/agreements/las/1983/en/39231 (accessed: January 14, 2025)

2. Conversion.

3. Practice Direction No. 2.
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1. Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign Judgments in Civil or Commercial
Matters (HCCH 2019 Judgments Convention). To see the text of the convention, please refer to
the following link: https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/summary/convention-on-the-
recognition-and-enforcement-of-foreign-judgments-in-civil-or-commercial-matters-hcch-2019-
judgments-convention.html (accessed: January 14, 2025)


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/summary/convention-on-the-recognition-and-enforcement-of-foreign-judgments-in-civil-or-commercial-matters-hcch-2019-judgments-convention.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/summary/convention-on-the-recognition-and-enforcement-of-foreign-judgments-in-civil-or-commercial-matters-hcch-2019-judgments-convention.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/summary/convention-on-the-recognition-and-enforcement-of-foreign-judgments-in-civil-or-commercial-matters-hcch-2019-judgments-convention.html
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