Sport Management Journal

University of Telean
Faculty of

Sporet Stiemces and Health Online ISSN: 2676-427N
y N 200820

Factors Affecting the Acceptance and Application of New Energy Reducing

Technologies in Sports Facilities Iranian

Zahra parsaeil’®' , Fariba Askarian?® =/, Amin Dehghan Ghahfarokhi®

1. Department of Sport Management, Faculty of Sport Sciences and Health, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: https: zahra.parsaeii@ut.ac.ir

2. Corresponding Author, Department of Sport Management, Faculty of Sport Sciences and Health, University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: askarian@ut.ac.ir

3. Department of Sport Management, Faculty of Sport Sciences and Health, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: a_dehghan@ut.ac.ir

Article Info ABSTRACT

Introduction: This study aimed to explore the influential factors affecting the acceptance
and implementation of new energy-efficient technologies in sports facilities across Iran.
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Research Avrticle

Methods: The research employed purposeful sampling followed by the snowball method
to identify suitable interviewees, ultimately achieving theoretical saturation through
discussions with 14 individuals. The research utilized two primary tools: a comprehensive
literature review and in-depth interviews. Content validity for the interview tool was
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The sports industry today plays a crucial role in addressing
global environmental issues. Therefore, sports organizations
must make significant efforts, both individually and
collectively within the global sports community, to help
protect the environment and reduce their ecological
footprint. In developing countries, there is a growing
movement toward designing and constructing sports
facilities that incorporate green infrastructure and equipment
while minimizing carbon emissions. In Iran, with its unique
geographical and environmental conditions, immediate and
appropriate actions must be taken to promote the sustainable
development of sports facilities and aid in environmental
preservation. However, research shows that there has been
little progress in adopting green technologies, such as
renewable energy sources, in these facilities. Thus, it is
essential to investigate the factors hindering green initiatives
for the sustainable development of sports facilities in the
country. This study aims to identify the factors influencing
the acceptance and implementation of energy-reducing
innovative technologies in Iranian sports facilities.

Methods

The present study is applied in purpose and qualitative in its
strategic approach. The research utilized a grounded theory
methodology, which derives theory from empirical data. The
target population included managers of sports complexes,

management, in line with the study’s objectives. Semi-
structured interviews served as the primary data collection
tool. To assess the reliability of the interviews, the test-retest
reliability method was applied, resulting in an 86% reliability
score, indicating a desirable and acceptable level of
reliability.

Results

The qualitative analysis revealed important insights
regarding factors affecting the adoption and implementation
of new energy-reducing technologies in sports venues in
Iran. Following the qualitative data analysis, a total of 306
open codes, 134 axial codes, and 43 selective codes were
identified, providing a comprehensive framework for
understanding the barriers and facilitators to integrating
sustainable technologies in the Iranian sports sector.
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