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multipolarity—understood through the principles of inclusivity, mutual respect, and 

regional cooperation—can serve as a viable foundation for resetting security 

frameworks in West Asia. The study provides a comparative analysis of Russian, 

Iranian, and Chinese security initiatives and identifies the convergence of principles 

such as non-aggression, collective security, and the role of international law. 

Additionally, the work outlines the potential of artificial intelligence and digital 

diplomacy in fostering mutual understanding and bridging divides in the region. The 

findings contribute to a broader discourse on the integration of technological 

advancements with multipolar security architecture, offering legal prescriptions and 

policy recommendations for enhancing stability and peace in West Asia. 

Article History: 
Received 29 December 2024 

Revised 26 February 2025 

Accepted 02 March 2025 

Published Online 02 March 2025 

 

Keywords: 
Security,  

Stability,  

West Asia,  

Digital Technologies,  

Multipolarity,  

Artificial Intelligence,  

BRICS,  

One Belt-One Road Initiative. 

Cite this article: Michailovna Belikova, K. (2025). Patterns of Security and Stability in West Asia in the Context of Digital 

Technologies: A Multipolar Approach. Journal of Iran and Central Eurasia Studies, 7 (2), 17-28. DOI: 

http//doi.org/10.22059/jices.2025.387810.1080 

 

© Ksenia Michailovna Belikova                                                    Publisher: University of Tehran Press. 

DOI: http//doi.org/10.22059/jices.2025.387810.1080 

 

  

https://ijces.ut.ac.ir/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8068-1616


18 Journal of Iran and Central Eurasia Studies, Vol. 7, Issue 2, 2025 

Introduction  

The 1977 Nobel laureate Ilya Prigozhin, renowned for his work on dissipative structures, and 

Isabella Stingers, in their 1986 book Order from Chaos (Prigozhin & Stingers, 1986: 186), 

stated: “The world is far too rich to be expressed in a single language... the essential aspects 

of our experience can never be condensed into a single description. We have to use many 

descriptions which are irreducible to each other, but which are connected by precise rules of 

translation (technically called 'transformation’).” 

This notion underscores the complexity of geopolitical terminology. The term “Middle 

East” or “الشرق الأوسط” in Arabic, commonly used in both English and Arabic, was originally 

coined to conveniently designate the British route to India. However, by the early 21st 

century, under the influence of Pax Americana, this term became widely adopted by residents, 

analysts, and elites of the region to describe the space they inhabit. External forces have 

largely adhered to this terminology, with some exceptions (Mamedov, 2023). For instance, 

Prof. Ali Akbar Alikhani, Founder of the Conference Secretariat and Scientific Secretary of 

the International Conference on Peace and Conflict Resolution, noted: “The Middle East has 

usually been a tense region. Extremism and violence not only do not solve any problems, they 

make the situation worse. We invite all scholars, professors, and those interested in peace to 

participate in this conference to help strengthen the discourse of peace, friendship, and 

tolerance and to present their academic solutions to solve problems and crises” 

(https://icpcr.ut.ac.ir/). For comparison, see (Al-Ubaydli, 2023: 171). 

While the regions of East Asia, Southeast Asia, and South Asia have been universally 

accepted as distinct geographical entities, the term “Middle East” remains dominant for West 

Asia. However, the alternative term “West Asia” is increasingly used in Russia. Notably, 

Volume 1 of the Constitutions of the Asian States, published in 2010 by the Institute of 

Legislation and Comparative Law under the Government of the Russian Federation—where 

the author served as a translator from Arabic for the constitutions of Jordan and the United 

Arab Emirates—uses the term “West Asia” in its title (Fig. 1). 

   
Fig. 1. Example of the use of the wording “West Asia” in Russia 

Source: Author. 

Building on this foundation, the study further investigates: 1) the historical and 

contemporary security dynamics in West Asia, including the evolving Iran-Saudi relations; 2) 

the role of external powers such as the US, Russia, and China in shaping regional stability; 

and 3) the application of digital tools in the region, considering their dual-use nature—both as 

instruments for activism and propaganda, as well as for security purposes. 
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The primary aim of this research is to outline key features of security and stability patterns 

in West Asia in the context of modern digital technologies. This study contextualizes the term 

“West Asia” based on Russian and Arabic linguistic traditions, offering a comparative 

perspective on geopolitical nomenclature. 

A critical question addressed is the foundation of stability and security in the region. 

Drawing from speeches by Russian President Vladimir Putin, Iranian President Masoud 

Pezeshkian, and Chinese President Xi Jinping, the analysis concludes that the concept of 

“peace” is inextricably linked to security, stability, and the broader principle of multipolarity. 

The study highlights Russian, Iranian, and Chinese proposals to “reset” the regional 

security framework into a collective security system, particularly in light of recent 

developments in Syria. It seeks to demonstrate the similarities, differences, and conceptual 

intersections of these proposals, providing specific examples of interaction within each 

designated area while considering the potential of digital technologies. 

The theoretical framework guiding this research draws on three primary schools of 

thought: 

 Realism: Focused on state-centric security and power dynamics, with key perspectives 

from: a) Hans Morgenthau, who argues that “Political realism believes that politics, like 

society in general, is governed by objective laws that have their roots in human nature.” 

b) Kenneth Waltz, who posits that “Realism is a theory of international politics that 

asserts that states, motivated by self-interest, compete with each other in an anarchic 

international system characterized by the absence of a central authority capable of 

enforcing binding rules.” c) John Mearsheimer, who asserts that “Realism is a view of 

international politics that stresses the competitive and conflictual side of international 

relations. It is pessimistic about the prospects for eliminating war and other forms of 

conflict among states.” (Realist Theory of International Relations, 2024). 

 Constructivism: Examines how digital technologies influence perceptions of security 

and identity, viewing these concepts as fluid constructs shaped by actors with varying 

intentions (Saxby, 2021). 

 Technological Determinism: Explores how technological advancements drive changes 

in security practices, shaping the broader landscape of international relations (Kline, 

2015: 109). 

This multifaceted theoretical approach enables a comprehensive understanding of the 

intersections between digital technologies, geopolitical dynamics, and regional stability. 

Methodology and Literature Review 

This study adopts a materialistic view of external world processes and phenomena, 

emphasizing the necessity of a comprehensive approach to balance the interests of all parties 

and achieve favorable outcomes through legal protection at national, international, and 

regional levels. The methodology integrates several research methods: 

 Formal and Dialectical Logic: Applied to understand the relationship between the 

concepts of “peace,” security, stability, and multipolarity. 

 Systematic Analysis: Employed to examine the provisions of proposals by Russia, Iran, 

and China for resetting the collective security system in West Asia. 

 Extrapolation Method: Utilized to assess the potential applications of digital 

technologies in establishing a security regime within the region. 

The literature review draws from diverse sources, including speeches and official positions 

of senior officials from Russia, Iran, and China, alongside scholarly works by authors such as 

Mamedov R., Narmania D., Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, and the Head 

of the China Institute of International Studies (2022). The selected publications represent 
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various facets of collective security and were identified through searches on Google Scholar, 

ResearchGate, ScienceDirect, and Publons, based on the following criteria: 

 Published within the last decade 

 Written in English 

 Full-text accessibility 

Results 

The study presents a set of legal prescriptions and scientific provisions aligned with current 

legislation in the field of security and digital technologies: 

1. The concept of West Asia is proposed as a viable alternative to the traditional Middle 

East narrative, emphasizing the region's economic and geographic components. This 

shift could enhance cooperation and enable comparative analyses with other global 

regions. 

2. The principle of multipolarity, encapsulated by the Ubuntu philosophy of “I am because 

you are” (Mosoetsa, 2024) and Nelson Mandela's reconciliation ethos (Arslan & 

Turhan, 2016: 29), underpins the need for systematic bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation. This cooperation should foster a high-tech economy integrated into 

international trade, akin to the models of Singapore and the Republic of Korea. 

Achieving this vision will require: 

o Participation in BRICS and the One Belt-One Road Initiative for socio-economic 

advancement. 

o Establishment of a common anti-terrorist coalition and mobilization of public 

opinion to counter terrorist threats under the auspices of international law, 

promoting cooperation between Shiite and Sunni blocs without confrontation. 

3. Artificial Intelligence (AI) is identified as a catalyst for accelerated development, 

particularly in education and cross-cultural learning. AI technologies, such as translation 

applications, have already enhanced direct communication between speakers of 

different languages, as observed in Iran. Over time, AI systems—despite initial biases—

are expected to learn from human activities and foster mutual understanding by 

highlighting shared values. AI's self-learning nature is projected to prioritize 

constructive solutions, as the arsenal of benevolent means outweighs that of malevolent 

ones (Belikova, 2024a; Musk, 2024). This technological rationality will likely emerge 

in the near future. 

Discussion 
1. The Basis of Stability and Security 

The concept of peace is inherently linked to security and stability, forming a multifaceted 

framework underpinned by the principle of multipolarity (Degterev & Timashev, 2019: 48). 

This perspective is particularly evident when analyzing the positions of three BRICS 

countries—Russia, Iran, and China—on global and regional security. 

Russia advocates for multipolarity as a cornerstone of global stability. According to 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, “The idea of multipolarity and peace is that the world 

should be much more just, the world should not be based on the dictates of one country, 

which imagines itself to be the representative of the Lord God on earth, and maybe even 

higher, and bases all its policies on its allegedly exclusivity. It is necessary to respect the 

interests of other countries, to treat them as equals, regardless of the size of the territory, the 

volume of GDP, or the presence of modern weapons in the army of one or another country. It 

must be based on the principles of international law, and not on some rules that someone 

comes up with for themselves. This is what justice is all about, this is what the stability of the 
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world order is all about. We have always proceeded from this, and we will proceed from this, 

and we will fight for our sovereignty. And let no one doubt that we are ready, under these 

conditions, to cooperate with any state that wants it, and we will do so. I’m sure that in the 

end everything will work out this way, everything will return to normal” (Putin, 2022, 

September). 

Iran echoes this sentiment, framing peace, security, and inclusive development as central to 

its vision. Upon his arrival in the United States on September 23, 2024, Iranian President 

Masoud Pezeshkain stated: “Instead of bloodshed, war, and killing, we must create a world 

where all people can live comfortably regardless of their color, race, ethnicity, and place of 

origin. The opportunity we have to live on earth should be equal for all people” (Iran's 

message, 2024). 

China articulates its commitment to multipolarity through the concept of a “community of 

one destiny”. Speaking at the anniversary session of the UN General Assembly in September 

2015, President Xi Jinping outlined five key areas for implementing this vision: 

 Establishing partnerships of equality and mutual understanding through dialogue rather 

than confrontation. 

 Creating a security model based on justice, mutual trust, and cooperation for the 

protection of regional and global peace. 

 Promoting open, innovative, and inclusive development that ensures shared benefits. 

 Encouraging intercivilizational exchanges that seek commonalities while respecting 

cultural differences. 

 Developing an ecosystem based on respect for nature and green development, ensuring 

harmonious coexistence between humanity and the environment (Verchenko, 2020: 7). 

 
Fig. 2. United States Military presence in West Asia. Bases, ports, facilities and other  
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These ideas form the foundation for several proposals to reset the collective security 

system in West Asia, as envisioned by Russia, Iran, and China. The proposals take into 

account the US military presence in West Asia (Fig. 2), Israeli actions (Fig. 3), and the 

ongoing conflict in Syria (The twelve days that rocked Syria, 2024). By integrating principles 

of multipolarity, cooperation, and technological innovation, these proposals seek to establish a 

more inclusive and sustainable regional security framework. 

 
01.10.2024 14:21 

Statement by the Russian Foreign Ministry in 

connection with the Israeli invasion of Lebanon 

(Available at: 

https://www.mid.ru/ru/press_service/spokesman/offici

al_statement/1973196/ (accessed 4 October 2024) 

28.09.2024 17:26 

Statement by the Russian Foreign Ministry in 

connection with the assassination of Hezbollah 

Secretary General H.Nasrallah (Available at: 

https://www.mid.ru/ru/press_service/spokesman/offici

al_statement/1972590/ (accessed 4 October 2024) 

Fig. 3. Statements by the Russian Foreign Ministry in connection with the Israeli actions 

Source: Author. 

2. Russian, Iranian, and Chinese Proposals to Reset the Security Framework in West Asia and 

Their Overlapping Principles 

In July 2019, Russia presented the “Concept of Collective Security in the Persian Gulf Zone” 

to the UN Security Council (UNSC). This initiative was subsequently detailed to 

representatives of Arab states, Iran, Turkey, the five permanent UNSC members, the EU, the 

League of Arab States, and BRICS. The system was based on the following principles: 

 Creation of a common anti-terrorist coalition under the auspices of the United Nations. 

 Mobilization of public opinion in Muslim and other countries to collectively combat 

terrorism. 

 Commitment to international law. 

 Peacekeeping operations conducted solely on the basis of UNSC resolutions. 

 Dialogue and interaction based on mutual respect, inclusivity, and the rejection of 

exclusion. 

The phased implementation aimed to first address acute issues, including international 

terrorism, crises in Yemen, Syria, and Iraq, and the full implementation of the nuclear deal. The 

long-term goal was the establishment of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in the 

Persian Gulf (GCC) (Asatuntsev & Tadtaev, 2019). However, the proposal faced opposition 

from Western powers and their allies, who saw Iran’s participation as incompatible with their 

strategy of isolating Tehran. Nevertheless, Russia's diplomatic efforts in the region continued. 

Iran has long sought to establish a unified security framework with its Gulf neighbors. The 

1997 Security and Cooperation Agreement between President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and 

Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince Abdullah bin Abdulaziz marked an early attempt. Subsequent 

Iranian proposals included a regional dialogue forum and a non-aggression treaty (Zarif, 

2019). In 2019, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani introduced the Hormuz Peace Endeavour 

(HOPE) at the 74th UN General Assembly. This initiative aimed to unify Persian Gulf states 

around common principles such as freedom of navigation, economic cooperation, and 

regional security, with backing from President Ebrahim Raisi. 

HOPE's guiding principles include: 

 Commitment to the UN Charter. 

 Good neighborliness and respect for sovereignty. 

 Peaceful dispute resolution and non-interference. 

 Rejection of force or military coalitions. 

 Promotion of mutual respect, cooperation, and dialogue. 

 Collective provision of energy security and environmental sustainability. 

https://www.mid.ru/ru/press_service/spokesman/official_statement/1972590/
https://www.mid.ru/ru/press_service/spokesman/official_statement/1972590/


Patterns of Security and Stability in West Asia in the Context of …  Michailovna Belikova 23 

While Saudi Arabia and Bahrain initially expressed openness to dialogue, the initiative 

ultimately stalled due to US-led pressure on Iran (Mens, 2024; Snigyr, 2024). 

In April 2022, China introduced the Global Security Initiative (GSI), based on UN Charter 

principles and international law. The GSI advocates for: 

 Indivisibility of security. 

 Opposition to bloc confrontations. 

 Dispute resolution through dialogue and consultation. 

 Support for peaceful crisis resolution (China Institute of International Studies, 2022). 

China’s stance, articulated by Foreign Minister Wang Yi and President Xi Jinping, 

emphasizes that regional actors should be the primary agents of their own security (Narmania, 

2022; People's Republic of China, Jinping, 2022). 

Overlapping Principles 

Despite differences, the Russian, Iranian, and Chinese proposals share several commonalities: 

1. Inclusive dialogue and respect for all participants: Russian rejection of exclusion, 

Iranian mutual respect, and Chinese opposition to bloc confrontation. 

2. Counterterrorism cooperation: Russian and Iranian initiatives for anti-terrorist 

coalitions, with China supporting peaceful crisis resolution. 

3. Commitment to international law: Russian, Iranian, and Chinese adherence to UN 

principles (Belikova, 2024b, p. 35). 

Additionally, HOPE incorporates economic objectives such as energy security, 

environmental sustainability, and expanded trade and investment cooperation. 

3. Digital Opportunities and Implementation Examples for a Security Framework in the Digital 

Era 

Digital technologies offer new opportunities for advancing security proposals. The following 

examples illustrate potential applications by Russia, Iran, and China: 

1. Counterterrorism Exercises and Cybersecurity Cooperation: 

o The “Maritime Security Belt – 2024” joint naval exercises between Russia, Iran, and 

China in the Gulf of Oman aimed to enhance maritime economic security (Taran et 

al., 2024). 

o The 2021 Russia-Iran Cybersecurity Agreement formalized cooperation in 

cybersecurity, technology transfer, and multilateral coordination (Russia, Iran sign 

agreement on cybersecurity cooperation, 2021; The Iran-Russia Cyber Agreement, 

2021). 

2. Mobilization of Public Opinion Against Terrorism: 

o UN General Assembly Resolution No. 49/60 (1994) defines terrorism as acts aimed 

at creating a climate of fear for political purposes. 

o The 1999 OIC Convention on Combating Terrorism frames terrorism as any violent 

act to intimidate populations or destabilize states. 

3. Bilateral Military and Technical Cooperation: 

o Iran expressed readiness to expand military cooperation with Saudi Arabia to 

enhance regional stability (Iran says ready to expand military cooperation, 2024). 

4. Digital Integration into Regional Initiatives: 

o The One Belt-One Road Initiative (OBOR) connects land and sea trade routes. The 

Iran-China 25-year Cooperation Program (2021) highlights China’s role as a regional 

mediator. 

These examples demonstrate how digital technologies and cooperative frameworks can 

bolster regional security in the era of multipolarity. 



24 Journal of Iran and Central Eurasia Studies, Vol. 7, Issue 2, 2025 

 
Fig. 4. 2013 Chinese Initiative “One Belt - One Road” 

Source: is shown in the picture.  

In addition, as part of Beijing's established strategy of prioritizing “economy before 

politics”, one of the key outcomes of Xi Jinping's visit to Saudi Arabia was the Chinese 

president's proposal for Arab countries to sell oil and gas on the Shanghai Stock Exchange in 

yuan. This initiative was accompanied by the announcement of cooperation between Saudi 

Arabia and China in aligning “Vision 2030” with the “One Belt-One Road” initiative (Xi 

Jinping's Middle East tour, 2016). 

4. BRICS and Regional Economic Integration 

Given that China and India are among the primary export partners of Iran, Saudi Arabia, 

Qatar, and the UAE, BRICS presents a strategic platform for advancing Iran’s proposals on 

expanding collaboration, trade, and investment across multiple sectors. The economic track of 

BRICS cooperation is underpinned by several key frameworks and initiatives: 

 The BRICS Economic Partnership Strategy until 2025 (clck.ru/3FWQJc), which aims to 

develop effective measures to address global economic challenges, including countering 

trade restrictions and enhancing cooperation in trade, investment, digital economy, and 

sustainable development. The BRICS Digital Economy Partnership Framework 

(clck.ru/3FWQKn) further supports digital transformation among member states. 

 The proposal to launch stock trading platforms for BRICS countries (Ruzleva, 2022) 

and the ongoing discussions on creating an international reserve currency based on a 

basket of BRICS currencies (Shulgin, 2022). Russian President Vladimir Putin 

highlighted this initiative during his speech at the BRICS Business Forum on June 22, 

2022, stating that “reliable alternative mechanisms for international settlements” were 

being developed (Putin, 2022, Summer). Correspondent banking networks and local 

currency settlements are also being reinforced, as outlined in paragraphs 44-45 of the 

Johannesburg II Declaration (Russian Foreign Ministry, 2023). 
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 The BRICS Bridge mechanism, currently under development, aims to enable cross-border 

payments in national currencies without relying on the SWIFT system. This proposal, 

aligned with Iran's initiative to create a financial messaging system among BRICS 

members, also envisions the establishment of an anti-money laundering and counter-

terrorism financing organization (similar to FATF) (Russia.mfa.gov.ir, 2024). Although a 

specific timeframe for the BRICS Bridge mechanism has not been set, the BRICS Pay 

system—facilitating cashless payments via QR codes—is expected to be launched by the 

end of the year (Experts summarised the results of the BRICS summit, 2024). 

 The promotion of national currencies in financial transactions among BRICS members, 

with discussions on establishing BRICS Clear, an independent cross-border settlement 

and depository infrastructure, and BRICS (Re)Insurance to strengthen financial 

resilience (paras. 65-60 of the Kazan Declaration (XVI BRICS Summit Kazan 

Declaration, 2024)). The BRICS Finance Ministers have been tasked with exploring the 

use of national currencies, payment platforms, and instruments, with a report expected 

at the next Chairmanship (para. 67 of the Kazan Declaration, 2024) (Reform of the 

international financial 'architecture', 2024). 

 Commitment to energy transition and sustainable development, including the efficient 

use of energy sources such as ammonia, nuclear, and renewable energy to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions (para. 81 of the Kazan Declaration). Large-scale investments 

in new infrastructure and value chain cooperation are also prioritized (para. 80 of the 

Kazan Declaration, 2024). 

 The BRICS platform on digitalization, artificial intelligence, green technology, and 

sustainable production, fostering confidence in e-commerce and protecting participants' 

rights (paras. 71-72 of the Kazan Declaration). The platform supports global governance 

of AI, with Russian President Putin inviting BRICS states to join the Code of Ethics for 

Artificial Intelligence (para. 78 of the Kazan Declaration). He also proposed creating a 

BRICS AI Alliance to regulate AI technologies and prevent their misuse (Reform of the 

international financial 'architecture'…, 2024). 

 The development of a delocalized investment arbitration institution under the BRICS 

framework, designed to accommodate the diverse legal and political cultures of member 

states while enhancing dispute resolution mechanisms (St. Petersburg State University 

scientists, 2024). 

These initiatives position BRICS as a pivotal platform for fostering economic cooperation, 

technological integration, and financial stability across West Asia and beyond. 

5. Challenges to the Approaches Mentioned in Paras 2 & 3 Above 

Given the current situation in West Asia, several destabilizing factors pose significant risks 

to regional stability if not effectively managed. These challenges include: 

 Geopolitical Realignment: 

o The Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains unresolved, undermining the stability of the 

Abraham Accords and impeding potential normalization efforts with Arab states 

such as Saudi Arabia, which could reshape regional alliances (Mogielnicki, 2025). 

o Ongoing conflicts in Syria, Yemen, and Libya, exacerbated by the involvement of 

regional and external powers, demand urgent efforts to shift from military escalation 

to political solutions (See the results of the “Syria’s Transitional Government: 

Challenges, Prospects, and Global Implications” Conference, 2025). 

o The proliferation of non-state actors such as Hezbollah complicates state sovereignty 

and security, further destabilizing the region (Wijninga, Oosterveld, Galdiga, & 

Marten, 2014). 
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 Economic Challenges and Resource Security: 

o West Asia is highly vulnerable to climate change, with rising temperatures, 

desertification, sea-level rise, and water scarcity posing significant threats, 

particularly in the Nile River and Tigris-Euphrates regions. These environmental 

challenges could exacerbate resource conflicts and drive migration. 

o The region's reliance on oil exports presents a vulnerability as global energy 

transitions accelerate. The need for economic diversification is becoming more 

urgent (WSJ, 2025). 

o The shift toward renewable energy offers both opportunities and challenges for the 

region’s economic transformation. 

 Digital Technologies and Cybersecurity: 

o The region faces increasing vulnerability to cyberattacks on critical infrastructure, 

government institutions, and businesses. For instance, on September 17, 2024, 

thousands of pagers simultaneously exploded in Hezbollah strongholds in Beirut, 

following an incoming message signal (Gebeily, Pearson, & Gauthier-Villars, 2024). 

o Addressing these threats requires the promotion of cyber diplomacy to foster 

dialogue, reduce tensions, and build trust among regional actors. Collaborating with 

international partners to establish norms for responsible state behavior in cyberspace 

is essential to mitigate state-sponsored cyber threats. 

o The risks of cyber warfare and espionage are compounded by ethical concerns 

around surveillance and privacy, as exemplified by cases such as DarkMatter and 

Project Raven (Safar-Aly, 2024). 

o The digital divide and unequal access to technology further hinder regional 

development, necessitating the strengthening of cybersecurity frameworks and 

educational initiatives (Belikova, Dias Martins, & Kazanba, 2024: 1003). 

To overcome these challenges, a comprehensive approach integrating cybersecurity 

policies, digital education, economic diversification, and diplomatic cooperation is essential 

for fostering long-term stability and s 

Conclusion and Proposed Recommendations or Future Directions 

Recent developments indicate that the countries of West Asia, despite longstanding tensions, 

are gradually shifting towards diplomatic engagement. Saudi Arabia, Iran, and other regional 

players are reassessing their foreign policies, actively working to restore bilateral and 

multilateral relations (Bdour, 2024: 193; Friedman, 2023: 150). This shift is partly driven by 

the growing influence of BRICS, reflecting a recalibration of the regional balance of power 

and converging economic and political interests. The question remains whether a new 

comprehensive security architecture can be established in West Asia, underpinned by regional 

dialogue and conflict resolution. While such an outcome once seemed unlikely, current 

diplomatic trends suggest that it is becoming an increasingly viable aspiration. 

However, the path forward remains uncertain. Whether a singular approach, a combination 

of proposals, or an entirely new framework will prevail depends on several factors, including 

the effectiveness of foreign investments, the robustness of the legal framework governing 

investment activities, and the evolution of multilateral legal instruments. These dynamics 

underscore the importance of crafting holistic security solutions that integrate economic, 

political, and technological considerations. 

To enhance security and stability in West Asia, the following recommendations are 

proposed, with a particular focus on digital technologies: 

 Strengthening Regional Partnerships: Initiatives such as China’s Belt and Road 

Initiative, the I2U2 Grouping (India, Israel, UAE, US), and the continued role of the 
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Gulf Cooperation Council are reshaping regional cooperation. Although platforms like 

the Arab League and the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation are often criticized for 

their limited effectiveness, they remain vital forums for dialogue and diplomacy. 

 Enhancing Cybersecurity Frameworks: 

o Establishing a West Asia Cybersecurity Alliance to facilitate information sharing, 

conduct joint training, and coordinate responses to cyber threats. 

o Developing common cybersecurity standards and legal frameworks to harmonize 

practices across the region, making it easier to combat cross-border cybercrime. 

 Promoting Digital Literacy and Technological Innovation: 

o Integrating cybersecurity education into school and university curricula to cultivate a 

skilled workforce and foster a culture of cybersecurity from an early age. 

o Supporting homegrown technological solutions through research and development 

initiatives tailored to local challenges. 

o Identifying and securing critical infrastructure—such as energy, finance, and 

healthcare—through robust cybersecurity measures and regular audits. 

 Encouraging International Collaboration on Cyber Norms: 

o Hosting thematic international forums to discuss emerging cyber threats and best 

practices. 

o Partnering with organizations like the United Nations, International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU), and INTERPOL to access technical assistance and 

funding. 

o Participating in Global Cybersecurity Initiatives, including the Budapest Convention 

on Cybercrime and the Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace, to align 

regional practices with global norms and standards. 

The political discourse on future stability and security in West Asia remains multifaceted, 

reflecting the region’s diverse challenges and opportunities. While no consensus on the path 

forward currently exists, key themes include the need for diplomatic engagement, economic 

diversification, technological innovation, and regional cooperation. Emerging proposals, such 

as the recent initiative by US President Trump to reduce military spending by the United 

States, Russia, and China, offer a glimmer of hope for reshaping global security dynamics. 

President Putin’s expressed willingness to redirect defense funds to productive endeavors—

with a phased approach involving initial cuts by the US and Russia, followed by potential 

participation from China—could significantly alter the geopolitical landscape (Putin, 2025). 

Addressing these multifaceted challenges will require a holistic approach that balances 

state-centric interests with human security concerns. By leveraging technological 

advancements, fostering inclusive dialogue, and embracing regional cooperation, West Asia 

has the potential to transition from a region marred by instability to one characterized by 

sustainable peace and development.The author affirms that all ethical standards have been 

meticulously observed throughout the research process, including compliance with guidelines 

on plagiarism, duplicate publication and/or submission, redundancy, data fabrication and/or 

falsification, informed consent, and research misconduct. The study has been conducted with 

full integrity, adhering to the highest academic and ethical principles. 
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