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Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad are located in the Southern Zagros, which contains
valuable information about settelmeents with a nomadic livelihood and semi-
temporary agricultural during the Islamic era, especially the middle and late Islamic
centuries. Cham-Shir area in Dogonbadan city informs us about the settlements of
this period. Site 089 of Cham-Shir, according to the architectural structures and the
type of pottery obtained from the excavation of 2022, is a settlement characterized
by pastoral nomadism with agriculture. Favorable geographical conditions and
special natural complications, such as the passage of the Zohreh River and
green slopes that better affect the surrounding environment in the second half of
the year, make the studied area a favorable place for nomadic communities with
vertical displacement. The site’s excavation includes architectural and pottery data
that, when analyzed, show a close relationship with this way of life. In this site’s
architectural structure, several spaces were created for human habitation to place
items related to this lifestyle and one or two larger structures attached to the living
space to keep livestock. Along with the architectural collection, pottery finds were
found which, according to their form, their quality of construction and possible use,
further confirm the relationship of these architectural collections with the nomadic
style. Site 089 includes five separate building units with wide dimensions, revealed
during the excavation in two units with different architectural structures using the
same raw materials and construction techniques. In these architectural units, all
kinds of Istakhr-type pottery, pseudo-prehistoric pottery, glazed pottery, and simple
pottery of the Islamic period were found, similar to the examples obtained from Fars,
Khuzestan, Kerman, Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari. The study of architectural units led

Nomadism and Semi-

temporary Agriculture, 10 the relative chronology of the site.
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1. Introduction

Site 089, situated on the slopes of Cham Cheru Mountain within a narrow valley, occupies a key
position in advancing our understanding of Islamic-era settlement patterns. Its strategic location
linked via a gravel road to Gachsaran and the surrounding plains and villages of Babamonir,
Mishan, and Mabhor offers critical insights into the region’s nomadic lifeways. The presence of
the Zahra River and verdant slopes, particularly during the second half of the year, has rendered
the area favorable for seasonal transhumance. Due to the poor quality and stony nature of the soil
in this sedimentary zone, conditions have historically been unsuitable for the development of
permanent agricultural villages, a pattern that appears consistent with past land use.

The study of this area highlights the richness of nomadic cultural heritage and associated
settlement traditions. Three major features underscore the significance of Site 089:

1. Its proximity to Cham Cheru Mountain, particularly the presence of architectural remains
on the summit; 2. The distribution of cemeteries and arched stone structures scattered both within
and around the site; 3. The notable concentration of stone-cut architectural elements, indicating
the area’s distinct role within the broader context of nomadic heritage in the region.

These attributes position Site 089 as a valuable case for modeling patterns of nomadic
settlement and for guiding future archaeological investigations. The present study aims to establish
the relative chronology of architectural features and to develop a typology of pottery uncovered
during excavation. Key research questions include:

* To what extent do the site’s architectural remains correspond with known settlement
strategies and chronological frameworks? Which historical periods can be assigned to the ceramic
assemblage based on comparative analysis? Can architectural and ceramic evidence at the site
illuminate patterns of interaction between the Cham-Shir region and adjacent areas?

To address these questions, the study employed a combination of fieldwork, archival
research, descriptive-analytical methods, and comparative analyses. Following excavation, the
architectural structures were reconstructed in plan form to support the dating of architectural
phases and contextualize the associated ceramic materials. Pottery finds were then classified
and subjected to typological analysis and comparative chronology, allowing for broader cross-

regional comparisons.

2. Discussion

Nomadic life and animal husbandry result from human interaction with the surrounding
environment; in this way of life, we see the regular movement of human groups within a single
ecological territory. Although this lifestyle seems very simplistic at first glance, a regular and

specific socio-economic system within its divisions should be studied separately from single-
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settlement, rural and urban units. However, very little evidence of this way of life remains. The
necessary awareness of this lifestyle depends on accepting it as an independent entity with certain
remaining material characteristics. One of the most important indicators is the architectural culture
of these tribes, which took on a special form after establishing their settlements. The characteristic
features of these architectural structures are their location next to springs and rivers, an ecological
space with pastures and meadows around permanent settlements, location at higher altitudes or
on the edge of natural hills, and the use of local materials such as stone. This situation leads to
the formation of the cultural landscape of the nomads. These establishments have a periodic
geometric pattern, mostly built based on the slope of the land, security and visibility of the area.
These structures’ overall form and structure are a function of their function and how they are used.

One of the most complex issues under investigation is identifying the distinguishing features
of the architectural structures and the factors influencing the formation of their cultural landscape.
These factors encompass the physical, cultural, and social dimensions of the society in which they
developed. A clear example of this can be seen in the construction of buildings on sloped terrain,
necessitating the creation of terraces, the use of minimally processed materials such as porcelain
stoneware, the internal division of space without partition walls, and the presence of specific
entrance arrangements. These structures exhibit hierarchical patterns that appear closely linked to

the socio-spatial organization of nomadic communities.

3. Conclusion

In the flatter areas, architectural planning involved the use of higher-quality materials and more
regular geometric layouts. In contrast, as one moves further up the slope, structures tend to vary
more in size and shape, their architectural integrity diminishes, and in some instances, natural
features were used as enclosures. A significant feature of these settlements is the positioning of
residential units along gentle slopes, providing wide visibility and control over the surrounding
landscape a strategic consideration in nomadic settlement planning.

The ceramic assemblage from the site corresponds well with the architectural phases and
dates primarily from the middle to the late centuries of the Islamic period. Notably, Istakhr-type
ceramics characteristic of the middle Islamic centuries have parallels with contemporaneous sites
in Fars Province, which is likely their place of origin. The assemblage includes glazed, unglazed,
and plain wares that are datable to the same general timeframe and are commonly found at
Islamic-period sites across Iran. Additionally, the site yielded pseudo-prehistoric ceramics, which
also date from the middle to late Islamic centuries. These are comparable to pottery discovered in
regions such as Fars, Khuzestan, and Kerman (particularly the Narmashir Plain settlements), as

well as in several other areas across the Iranian plateau.
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Map 1: The location of site 089 in Gachsaran city in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer Ahmad province (Authors, 2022).

o plis; 5 235 Skl hlo 5 53,5 o Cgmie St da 5 )8 Gblie sp ¢ onlil 1 as
Ol cxmb ladile finte 5 (So oloteds opny &5150g, (V¥ :VFoo (gl 5 S5 ) Cowl Joiae
YAF AVPAY < ynd) 51l ey 33y 5| oy ] 5ol sLablyis qlio 31 Lo S ansl oyl
488 daiz s 0] (slmogS 3l ol (tman) Sl 5 Ll (s Loog) pyiwsy Juol> 45 asls0g) 1o
D05y S8 (JmasS) SLlyes Lloog) o sy L 95 o (2lasl i 53 5 (6 YYY Dls))
(YFY YO asl8) a0 oy Bl o g aimd oo ]y (525 99)) olosia L el
cslatlate e 5 sladlate celss 55 age (85 (3ol g 3 do>bogas sl SaS dilaie oSeyalog sl
ol olinl s (Bl sla gl Sashled Jdoa Lol canals glwjss 9 oyl gladasg> Ly
S92« QUL cotiune o (b 5 (o lhin copadge 3l bt ol 53wl sats sl yzaS
5,5 oanlio s _so paiogs soliboliol sLaodls g s oSu5) slbogeds B 5 adlol o 5o
Ll Wbl g (FY Y Ve cdualsys pl S9F) AYFY o wdiio Y5 WYPA « gy 5xaol) 50, aolio
s 93 9 Cebind g glale LS 5 1 0s > (2lared G5y 5 Gl e ls (edlwl 090 )3 adlate ]
o2l Cenl s ddlaie 8 parcinn) sl 0390 gladiol o s 5 oy o plwed (sladlaie gy
elbliussy (558 nabges sl (6580 ¢ sodhaol (g 53 sl 03,8 ldizgd y sleilaio s (sl
Lo a&5 Llad LaogS diald )yt Ladbgee oyl ol )l Loyis (giapel > 5 40838 claano
3 poranny Judod adlate (AY YA oolil) 1o 418 Ol aolie (Soops 50 sl 5 elelasy) gy
&l 3 olashal s Lol 31 oadhasl (Slen slaosw (Llg151 48 590 T ol sS o8y odlsl g
9305 o JuSiis plo ]y ddilaie )liis g oS (olauBl ulwl .(0Fe-0FY IYEY ( Bgius) Cawl o oL Ao
(00 YFe (WUgyleo adlllel) Bas o 48,8 )80 va (65)5LiS ygol yo Lapls o



Yey w5 0l 8> 93 ol e 5 (e 0198 51 A il pnt o oA Logone iy \et g (ko

anllliedygo Bjg> 5> (gl distny .Y
D9 yano y3 45 35,8 o3l 5. VVF Jlu )0 (plidl Jyg ywn claylS dn ol il (slaculled
oIV Jlo 3l s Sy clacdlad b .ol 00,8 Bymo |y Lol ool 51 golass g odud Ty ¢ylausSyo
(kW] ‘pd)g.t Cyguo 03940 u_’l)b Lr“’l“"’ul"‘"l" L;LQL;»A)).; LS‘)—’ Lro.._ea f]..&_‘)l TR uM] )] o= (I
2 e logsrsliSes pliwl (g dags 5 OhluaS Ol ©siz 55 yrdes duw Sl Bague
oliwl jo Slae clacdlad cdel ogs axb8 418 lwlisliol dsgid)ge yiaS aadS cladns
oy Jad dow (ol 343 9b 139 3Shete o] Jlocis Aoy d e A 3l 3 L den g dighSeS
LAY Jlo 5l eg )l g« ollasy (yl8an L« lodn (stawppmw 4o o3l ol ygis yo (5 b bl

el bl i )3 5 bl (25> Ao 50 (BLbolinl (Sl slacaled alons] . 52T
S p e oBitngiy  (clitiplinl 835 tnghy 4539 3l 480 S0 50 sbier S gl AL
oty Pl 43 039> 1l 3 e slacllad oyl (5725 5 Ol polie drasgs S Ly Jolas o 5 48 )S )1, 3
Sl (Sl dogome g 13N (lslid 4 oSyt o500 5 s dogs (olulid 5 iy g5k -l
lolis 40 45 520 (e 50 ydips dow ol linl ldlhas cowss Juad (V¥ o i)
Jolis 45 peinen dus ol il @ldlas pod Juad s YRV gl 5 ollac) L yocie dlogoro 5,31 VFY
5 Lacgdlad adosjl cOFAA o lhac) 35 dew Sl dogs )5 abgmeto jo  wlidrlwl (sla sjasles
dbo e a cdalllaodyge dlogime U508 o Crgamte pided dow dogs 30 (cwlid liwl b ellas
925 ) Cowl odit (3543168 YD Jlus 53 pdien dow ol il clalllas doliy o 55 oA Bylais
S5 ol § (9050 903t Judods Wide 430, 0x),0 oLl b 5led dw ol aS L s5a5LeS 0l (VY20
Cowody abgse  Simyd cla Sig g syloxe (slaylisLus cypdite waleds 00  Slas eledbl laailed
WA Jlu 5l o0yl (59l g (yasleS cdled plowl  pluli g (s (slocalled jrogibl a5l s
39 390 S Voo 53 3y50 S bt WA JLuo yo o)l 390 oz &S oglS oy Yo By i\ L
30 9l8 AN §ylocis ddogima 55 inglS el sdumny plol dn . s VFo) 0Loy3T 13 3590 VA 4. jina VYol yLao
aS cowl (ol ybylS ddanil Ve ddogoro 10 (glS g o) dbogore yd glS OF dlogmwe yo olS DA dboge
8ylocts dbogoe ;3 glS « cyuiman .l 0du) pLovl 4o pdien o Sl dbgs )5 (2T JLlu o
adonjl Vo) jlag (g1anl 0 WYY dbogome yo 3olS g (Vo) cola s pol) Yo dlogoma yo olS Voo 1l ;004
ibogome 55 98 L lejen yguods 308 0 gine by il 50 (e slacld o
(S dbgoo (59l sjluilie Lol iotee 45 cB80) 50 (slS oo ;S50 dlogoeo 1V 55 oM
(Vo) ¢ 5ydun ) VF dbogme iglS e (Vo) ¢ (g)lan ) WY dbogone glS (Vo) cdals) £Y dbbgoee jglS (VYo
(%) cdolidiuw) YA dbogome iglS (Vo) (Lslo) ¥Y dbogome iglS c(VFe) ¢ jumgS 3155) £V dbogoe olS
(OVF0) ¢ LSTME) YA dbogome 918 (Vo) g0le) YO dlogome glS (Vo) ol lins) VF dbogoe ol
VY dbgso (glubiles 5 alS (Vo) dli5 gy lao) AF dbogme glS (Vo) ¢ 6, 58) VFY dbogoe yiglS
23 s gaze ol .(Fe) g52) AV Ay glS 5 (Vo) ) S13) & Ay (9l (552 5 1555y ge)
lodss ools e V¥ Jls y3 ool oylil A¥Lo  olond)S praSig sy 53 oLsS la i)liS 13

QT)" dkol Cowddy Sloxs slaliad Tyv 9 SRR 3990 8dguxs . ¥
olaise .caol ol 28lg gy v 095 By 5\.@!3)3 e da (Bl gl (6yeglSE/F 0 oA :Llo9_'>u
e b o¥Lb- pbon dlli] 5Ls sl e R 492821 3335104 39 :(UTM ) abogme lidlyas
L 0 g gozeyd g ol y20V0ox V0o abogone (S §3lu51.3)35 o abgome Jlots 51 (B Jlod
S Jeatiue @ygods TR 02 disly olgie o ddbgome wgin 4 Jgl sl s3)ld 3929 o] )5 Sy



3 9 ol | o2t JLuo | 5 8locits | guiicts fionsly S\Nas YS¥

RS ' ' ! : ! SR 3 Sin e gl olBingy

iy de iy Ol gl Slening

1F"L‘J“;“""°J' l A dbges Cordge 1auids oL

SIS Craand- D19 y) yia

0 1 2 3 km

/ Cham-¢ J&ils oo

: ] // Khan Gholi
D6 ) //
) ® o 2 /’ .04
f \ '.“‘:q"%':". - ;3"'
S e,
+ . Cham-¢ @071 J
NS
] o B
i ¢ ‘ ‘I'n
. \ 0, .l b E Y
S et ; - S
3““&‘ @‘4‘“‘ e - il 14 s
! .|8 A J s L)
e g f & - s 083 | :
SN . : i = :.mﬁtm AR ) 9” >
by oA (S NSy
: \ N et g -
3L LY arrpr s & .
gl 7Y o o Gham-¢- i;(lu' ? B 5 v
2 (% Chero = .09 W2
> W.’é‘. ? = ; [y ¢
: n 2
; ,- o &
s ol ﬁ(ﬂ, nig ’?(3 ! [ ¢
- 3 >
\ | } -0 R
. el 3 Y : @q,#.
20 . Lé’ca% 4
| . = S § Iy ._ o et S ._uq,f.?
| 15 5 HN L

‘wl.la:. 4‘.’&.3.;)] e\.}‘ﬁ)f).t) [ X% wL.uL..:. dl.lbtdo,:u )ﬂ‘*"B S Lg).,SuT :L.oP Lgl)f”y S Jaw Ay S oA 3.‘099;0 C.;«:gé,n Y ddds

(Yan
Map 2: Location of area 089 in relation to Cham-Shir Dam, topography of the dam’s catchment area and other identified areas
(taken from: Atai’s map, 2015).
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Fig. 1: Site 089 the overall structure of the placement of architectural spaces (Authors, 2022).
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Plan. 1: Architectural plan design of building No. 1. TR01 (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 2: aerial view of building number 1, TR01 (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 3: Aerial photo of building number 2, TR02 (Authors, 2022).
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Plan 2: Architectural plan design of building number 2, TR02 (Authors, 2022).

ST els sLaodyglys 610 oo ol JLasesl ds a8 ISt clopald 5l g pbo oyl dslio Jil3
! u)f)l)_e ujf)b Wbl o Liad o&)Sp)fg 2bedgy (gl

oA dbgo glS 3l Jrols  Jlaw aadl .0
39 Slogandis bloday 48 ol cowdds aiilys 90 40 bgsye (g)lase (slaliab 3| Jliw dxlad YVY g oo
¥ ol L g Bsiite (slaJliws ¥ o3l g 55 (elaJliws Y lla) (sl Jliw -\ raswd jlos
g o paanndi colad (9900 410 555 9 ool sl Jlaw

55 aslodel s TR 02 &l 51 Ko 45 ool Jlinw dahad Lo 1ylsola) slo Jlicw -
oS s U g (63550 B gyl Kot b Jlics . otls S35y s oA] dbogonn  Jliw fc gaea
Oty (515 4850 Bjlats dgas e (Sen sl s o oo (Slojard L) csha gy aslods,
CostsS bloday 5 4508 o g (i 9o gladlin 558 5l el (glye byt cpgimds 0aiS
Slascass gy b Kot b Jlins .58, o 8 bawsto s ls csiS L Jgame claJlins diws o il
A 0355 5 dwlS Ao st (cla ol s (o, s ds bgye st pyd Lloddas 5 a50g 00t dis Lus

aislyy 3l San 45 ool cowddy el g g Jliw dshid i Lo goso t ! £95 o Jliw -Y
e )1 3539 4ols Byls S a La ] s las Jlazsl g alosgs  Jliw coilsl o @ysaods s TR 01
y35ns) ol Csddy 35 abogeo 15 Juad SinglS basgs ccabyo cyram 3 5 Lind (e 50 Jliw diges
395 B3y do 38y (K e sl o] maw Gicdign 5 (5995 byrad shld degammo oyl Jlinw (Ve :)TAD
o i 3L S 0509 00 4 Lo sl o gy L g 035 JoolS ey (shylo b Jlinas sl Jlis
sl 55 Sl oo ) L o Jlis (355 003 (0 )8 (Jgane (sl Jliws disd y3 ]y dsgazme



4 5 cobimm3 | o Sl | 15 Bylocits | i oy e Vo

| 1 . ‘3 l4
= —"— v—) | |
0 2 4 6 8 10

L) By 5) o o oA Ao g Sl (sl b 1 F yuguas
Fig. 4: Glazed pottery from site 089 of Cham-shir (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 5: Sample of Istakhr-type pottery from site 089 Cham-shir (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 6: A sample of Pseudo-prehistoric pottery from site 089 Cham-Shir (Authors, 2022).

4T
T A

L] 4 [] 12 16 20

51 p0cel Cnsdds slo i e i diiasd ] 1ol (39aks I3 5 83w B Jliww —F

by L (sloJlinw degammaysy 30 Lo olys e oymed bloday saslosls Loluais] 395 4 Iy alogme
S o lo (ola Jlaw dgdme dlass ¢ o0yl 4 olo (sl Jlaw oy g yivgy cado 9050 (loged
gy BB yiien atwd ol sloged 8yed L slaJliws (S prdans g el ol sls (63456 sloJlaw
d=be et Ll Jliw a0 glis ) g9290 o2l (2934 i gohauw 59y 23 9 HB 9 0092
2B 5 (59950 4358 93 )3 (548 (S gy bl Aol yranS s Jlbus 5 (63550 9 (2l 4
el cohS Bloda b Jliw . canlodd 00,iS (Sopm gdaw oiugd Lol zshaw o 45 ditwn by
5loa s L SLaocasd gy Lo i 5 0393 38 I Jlis ey 10538 oo ogmnns  Jgona (sl Jlias

Julodi g o 5
Byl ol aS 4S8 oy S (sleyd 53 9 (2eub slaaield )3 (i p S apaBse Lol oAt Abgore
JLad 5ol (g (iu )3 (warereld 095 3529 9 (2 9 By iSu 99 )0 ik slaasdeng Joa

o.)..\_mfu_ub Comws o w.:}ln i L: 45095@[.\.9 d&u)a 4\_b5.>u u_,l.:); u_m‘)l.))P)J Lg).._m.u u_.wol
‘_5”.4..» ts>.)9J._>u: JERnI 4\.'99.7@ $9)429) )lA;le adlaie A Cond u_wl.,.n RN U""“’b )‘ uLmu sJ..mL;o



4 5 cobimm3 | o Sl | 15 Bylocits | i oy e

\AAJ

(13 ak £ ] + 0

OF0) B 0) yuid v oA Ao goe olad g 15 1535 g 00k (sl Jliws diges 1V yyguas

Fig. 7: Sample of simple and decorated unglazed pottery of site 089 Cham-Shir (Authors, 2022).
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Table 1: Comparative Table of Cham-Shir pottery types with other regions (Authors, 2022).
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Fig. 8: The design of the pottery of site 089, comparable to other site (Authors, 2022).
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