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The historiography of the Imams occupies a central position
within early Shi‘ite historical writing, shaped by evolving
intellectual paradigms and communal identity concerns. This
study investigates the emergence and development of this
genre among Shi‘ite scholars during the first three centuries of
Islam, identifying 65 authors-primarily companions of the
Imams-who composed approximately 191 works dedicated to
the history of the Imams. While a portion of these works have
been edited, translated, and published, others survive only as
rare manuscripts, are scattered within broader Shi‘ite
compilations, or remain lost or unidentified. These historical
writings were deeply influenced by the scholarly traditions of
Kufa, Basra, and Medina and often adopted a monographic
format with a predominant narrative-akhbari (report-based)
orientation, though elements of hadith and kalam are also
present. The historiographical value and credibility of these
texts vary, but their influence persists in later Islamic historical
and hadith literature. Employing a combination of quantitative
data and descriptive analysis, this study draws on a wide range
of Islamic sources to reassess the scope and character of early
Shi‘ite historiography.
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