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Rangelands play an important role in ecosystem sustainability and provide financial
support to many people worldwide. The destruction of rangelands has raised significant
concerns at the global level. Studies indicate that the extent of rangelands, rangeland
productivity, and the satisfaction of rangeland users have declined in Iran. Therefore, the
purpose of this research is to analyze the challenges and consequences of rangeland
management policies in Iran concerning the sustainable exploitation of rangelands. This
research is applied in nature and purpose and employs a mixed-methods approach
(qualitative-quantitative) as its research strategy. In the qualitative phase, using the meta-
synthesis method, the challenges of rangeland policy concerning sustainable use were
identified. Based on these findings, a research questionnaire was developed. The Delphi
method, relying on the opinions of academic experts, was then used to assess the
significance of the identified challenges. Additionally, in the qualitative phase, articles
related to the research topic published over the last 15 years (2008—2023) were reviewed,
and sources were selected based on theoretical data saturation. The statistical population
of the quantitative phase consisted of academic experts familiar with the subject and
willing to participate, forming the Delphi panel. To achieve the research objective, the
opinions of nine experts were collected using non-probability snowball sampling. The
research findings indicate that 12 key challenges can be identified as the main
complications of rangeland management policies in Iran.
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