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Objective: One of the most important features of ecotourism is environmental protection and
special attention to local communities, customs, traditions and culture. In this regard, the
development of eco camps is one of the most effective tools that, while maintaining and observing
the basic principles of ecotourism and environmental protection, plays a significant role in the
development of local communities and their participation in tourism affairs. In order to protect
the environment, local culture and sustainable development, in addition to providing recreational
opportunities in tourist destinations, ecotourism can also be very effective in the sustainable
development of the region. Today, ecologically friendly camps (eco-camps) play an important
role in the development of tourism activities, as accommodations that are in the greatest natural,
cultural, and social harmony with the surrounding environment, in which tourists directly interact
with and adapt to the rhythm of nature, and their primary goal is to educate people to understand
and appreciate the nature of the destination. Given the countless natural tourist attractions that
exist in Iran, the current state of using the environment to develop ecotourism and eco-camps in
this country is far from what should be implemented in this regard. Therefore, the aim of this
study is to identify the effective factors and present a model for the development of eco-camps in
Iran.

Method: In this study, a qualitative approach with the grounded theory method was used. To
collect the required data while studying library resources, a field survey with in-depth interview
technique was used. The interviews continued until theoretical saturation was reached, and a total
of 12 experts in this field were interviewed, MaxQuda software was used for content analysis.
Results: The findings of the research indicate that 29 sub-criteria in the form of 17 main criteria
constitute the development model of eco-camp in Iran

Conclusion: The results of this study showed that the development of environmental camps in
Iran requires national commitment in all sectors related to tourism in the country. Environmental
protection and sustainable development, increasing invisible exports and international credibility,
and economic prosperity of local communities are the consequences of developing eco-camps.
Updating tourism policies and monitoring responsible nature tourism, attracting private sector
participation and facilitating investment, as well as developing the country's tourism industry with
a focus on responsible nature tourism are the solutions proposed in the model.
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Introduction

Using natural resources as tourism attractions, without damaging them, is an ideal objective to move in
alignment with sustainable development. Ecotourism is defined as “responsible travel to natural areas that
conserves the environment, sustains the well-being of the local people, and involves interpretation and
education” (TIES, 2015). Ecotourism includes hiking, camping, birdwatching, safari tours, surfing, or even a
simple walk. The long-term goal of ecotourism is to create travel experiences that are mutually beneficial for
the tourists and the destination. Ideally, this form of travel will offset some environmental harm created by
tourism and offer financial and ecological benefits to the areas that travelers visit. The 7 principles of
ecotourism are: traveling to natural destinations, minimizing the negative impacts, building environmental
awareness, creating direct financial benefits for conservation, providing financial benefits and empowering the
local people, respecting the local culture and supporting human rights. All of these principles can be witnessed
in eco-camps as ecological friendly accommodation.

Eco-camps are eco-friendly campsites that try to minimize the impacts of tourism while showing the beauty
of nature. Today, Eco-Camps play an important role in the development of tourism activities as
accommodations that have the most natural, cultural and social harmony with the surrounding environment.
Eco-Camp is an optimal tourist destination based on environmental criteria and standard management criteria
aligned with environmental issues and challenges. Eco-Camp can be considered a tourist destination where all
the services and infrastructure are coordinated and compatible with the environment of the region. Eco-camps
have become particularly popular in recent years as a response to the demand of campers who are more and
more looking for eco-friendly places. Also, the eco-camps have a significant difference with other tourist
accommodation facilities, because they manage the impacts on the indigenous communities on the
destinations. Therefore, their quantitative development requires the observance of the principles of ecotourism,
strict and comprehensive supervision by the government, associations, and eco-camps founders.

Methods

In the current research, qualitative approach with grounded theory method was used. To conduct the research,
data collection was performed through in-depth interviews with key participants in the Iranian tourism
industry. Data were gathered through interviews and continued until saturation was reached and coding
reliability was established. After conducting 12 interviews, the data collection process was completed.
Targeted sampling and interviews were conducted in 2022 and 2023. Each in-depth interview lasted about 90
to 120 minutes. After completing each interview, the researchers tried to listen carefully to the audio file. After
converting it to text, the content of that interview text was checked based on the content analysis method and
using MAXQDA software version 2020. Therefore, initial concepts were first determined by carefully
studying these texts and assigning a code to each. In the continuation of the process, the primary concepts were
classified in the form of subcriteria. Based on which-a more general classification was done, and therefore, the
main themes were identified.

Results
In this research, considering the need to protect the environment in tourism activities, the researchers’ aim was
to provide a model for the development of environmentally responsible nature tourism camps (Eco-Camp) in
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Iran. After conducting interviews, the codes obtained in different sections were analyzed with the systematic
approach of Strauss and Corbin. In the data analysis of the present study, a continuous comparison logic was
used, in which a set of data were compared with previous data to better explain the initial categories of data.
Immediately, all data obtained at each stage were analyzed by the researchers and ideas for collecting new data
were obtained based on these analysis in the subsequent stages and decisions were made. In total, 828 codes
were extracted from the analysis of 12 interviews, which was reduced to 388 codes after converting them into
larger concepts. After eliminating duplicates and merging the codes conceptually, a total of 321 open codes
were obtained. These 321 open codes were classified into 207 more general concepts. The result of the three
stages of open, axial and selective coding was 29 subcategories and finally, 17 main categories that were
presented in this study.

Conclusions

Despite the important role of responsible eco-friendly camps in the global tourism industry, the Iranian tourism
community has not yet realized the importance and necessity of their creation and expansion. Iran is among
the countries in the region with the richest natural resources, but apparently the reason for the lack of using
these resources as tourist destinations can be sought in the lack of appropriate policymaking and planning,
given the lack of recognition of the many benefits of these eco-camps.

Today, activities related to the tourism industry are considered a factor showing the progress and development
of the countries, especially local communities, and taking steps to plan and standardize all tourist activities
during their stay in pristine nature is considered an important factor in sustainable development. According to
the results obtained, since in the current conditions, the country's tourism industry requires the cooperation of
several organizations and government agencies to provide infrastructure and activate the private sector in order
to develop each of its sub-sectors, the role of these organizations and enterprises in relation to the development
of tourism at the national level and undoubtedly in the field of developing eco-camps in the country is very
fundamental.

This study attempted to identify and investigate the effective factors and provide a model for the development
of Eco camps in Iran. The findings of the research lead to the formation of a paradigm model for the
development of eco-camps in Iran. The research findings were compared with other domestic and international
investigations. Finally, research limitations and proposed plans for future studies were presented after the
practical suggestions.
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