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Abstract

The ancient hill of Marlik, with the original name Chiragali Tepe (hill), in the northeast of the city of Rudbar,
is of great importance due to archaeological excavations in the last half century. Field research in this ancient
hill, along with valuable scientific and cultural achievements, brought Iran's archeology into a new phase
and discovered clay and metal sculptures, cement and gold metal containers, war tools, decorative items and
ornaments. Stone, bone and plaster works, cosmetics and seals, which belonged to the end of the second
millennium BC to the beginning and middle of the first millennium BC, enriched the cultural heritage of the
country. The motifs of Marlik's metal objects, with features such as realism, imitation and inspiration from
nature, mythology and symbolism, contain deep concepts of artistic mentalities and thoughts of their creators
from the universe and their surroundings; The golden cup "Legend of the Antelope Life" is one of the treasures
of Marlik civilization, which looks amazing due to its structural and visual characteristics and the naturalistic
approach of its creator. In this research, with library studies and descriptive-analytical method, the place of
symbols and myths and their connections with natural elements and how they were inspired by nature, in
the creation of the motifs of this work, were investigated and new aspects of the worldview of the ancient
inhabitants of this ancient hill and environmentally-based views and views based on respect for nature have

been revealed.

Keywords: Marlik, Naturalistic motifs, Plant and Animal motifs
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