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AN Abstract

In contemporary thought, abjection is conceived as a mechanism for'pteserving the integrity
of subjectivity. Julia Kristeva first introduced this conceptin Powers of Horror. From her
perspective, the most fundamental instance of abjection is the,abject mother—the notion that
the child initially perceives no distinctiombetween its owngbody and that of the mother.
However, subjectivity must establish a distinction and a gap.between the self and the other in
order to develop an independent identity. While the child experiences a deep fascination with
the mother’s body, it simultaneously requires the pfocess of abjection as a means of self-
preservation. From this perspective,.abjection occtrs when the identity boundaries of an
individual or society are threatenediby what is,perceived as impure or contaminated. Abjection
is essential for subjectivity because it facilitates the formation of identity. According to
Kristeva's theory, abjection is a psychol gi}al phenomenon that begins in childhood before the
mirror stage, that is, befare the period ofisix to eight months in a child. the time when the child
recognizes himself as a uniquevbeing and separate from others. This stage is necessary for the
child's psychological growth, miental independence and preservation of his life. The presence
of the abject unsettles the'subject’s sense of purity, creating a deep-seated worry and fear that
nowhere and at no timg, can one truly be safe from abjection. The most important example of
abjection is the mother, ‘who/is perceived as "abject." The child does not see a difference
between its Own body and the mother’s body. The self must always maintain its boundaries,
as decaying,and rotting corpses, bad odors, and the changes that occur after death make the
subjectivity’s;i‘}entity appear to be in a state of transformation. In general, abjection occurs
when an individ@al’s or society’s identity boundaries are threatened by what is considered
abject.

The present study aims to analyze David Cronenberg’s films—Shivers, Rabid, The Brood,
Scanners, and Videodrome—through the lens of Julia Kristeva’s theories on rejection and
abjection. It seeks to answer the question of how this filmmaker employs various forms of
abjection, particularly through female characters. It endeavors to demonstrate how Kristevan
concepts such as contamination, rejection, and the formation of subjectivity—specifically



concerning female characters—serve as fundamental and insightful tools for analyzing
Cronenberg’s work.. This study examines the works of David Cronenberg, where various
elements of abjection are depicted. Cronenberg presents these elements through story, mise-
en-sceéne, color, lighting, and his violent and repulsive imagery. This research is qualitative in
terms of data, fundamental and theoretical in terms of its goals, and descriptive and analytical
in terms of its nature and method. It aims to study and analyze Julia Kristeva’s views on
abjection, using David Cronenberg's films as a case study. The research will address how the
filmmaker uses elements of abjection in his films and how the concept of abjection can be
explored in cinema, especially in the horror genre.

Keywords: Horror cinema, Julia Kristeva, abjection, David Cronenberg

LN
g

" Abjection \
2 Julia Kristeva

3 Powers of horror
4 Helen Mackay

5 Cindy Sherman

8 Joe Spence

7 Tina Chanter

8 Robin Wood

° William Beard

" The artist as monster
' Stereo

" crash




Existenz

Spider

Jacques Lacan
Mirror stage
ego

object

Subject

drive

chora

Barbara Creed
Fredric Jameson
Scott Bukatman
Steven Shaviro
Al B by )l 4S Al
2 Shivers

2 Scanners

2 Videodrome

3 TheFly

N N N N N N =& a a a4 a a o

1_’?1_’?“‘54’3 _m

OQOGJ\I:E'U!-F-&N—\OOGJ\IOUIA(»



