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Plato in the Menexenus dialogue describes a conversation between
Socrates and a young Athenian citizen, named Menexenus . In this
dialogue, Socrates narrates a funeral speech in praise of Athenian
warriors that killed in the battle and attributes it to Aspasia, lover of
Pericles, prominent Athenian politician. In this speech, the courage and
heroic actions of Athenian warriors in several wars against the
Achaemenid forces are extolled as a golden chapter in the history of this
city-state. The contents of Aspasia's speech, above all, an accepted and
central narrative regarding the Greco- Persian wars one that was
particularly endorsed by Athenian orators and politicians. In other words,
it is clear according to the available evidence that this speech was
composed following the common structure of funeral orations for
Athenian soldiers, reflects the Athenian-approved perspective on Greek
military engagements with the Achaemenid forces. therefore, this text
presents a unique portrayal and specific to its time and place, of the
military and political structure of the Achaemenid Empire as perceived
by the people of Athens during its existence. This study uses a
descriptive- analytical methodology to examine facts of this Athenian
point of views, offering a critical interpretation of the accepted image of
the Achaemenid Empire in the political thought of Athenian
contemporaries with other available sources."
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1. Introduction

Researchers and historians of ancient Iranian history usually do not have much desire to use
Plato's works as a basic source for the history of the Achaemenid Empire. But Plato was
contemporary with the Achaemenid Empire and some of his works provide information about
the Achaemenids and their world. This contents sometimes is provided as brief mentions and
in some dialogues including detailed accounts. For example, Socrates as the main speaker in a
dialogue called Menexenus, has a conversation with a young and inexperienced citizen named
Menexenus, and during the text presents an account of Greco- Persian Wars during the reign
of two of the Persian kings, Darius I and his son and successor, Xerxes I. Menexenus is one of
the dialogues that researchers have no doubt in attributing it to Plato, and they believe that it
is one of the works that this Greek philosopher and writer wrote before authoring the
Republic and during his stay at the Academy, after returning from his first trip to Sicily.

In this dialogue, Platonic Socrates attributes this detailed account to Aspasia, the famous lover
and mistress of Pericles, the most strongest politician and one of the most prominent leaders
in the Athens. Aspasia’s speech describes the situation of Persians and their political authority
and military power, before the beginning of their first military attack on Greece. It also
mentions to the Greeks’ fear of the Persians and their unstoppable army, both at sea and on
land. Aspasia’s speech provides an account with clear Athenian views of the battles like
Marathon, Salamis and Plataea. In fact, this special and somewhat account, Athenians role in
the Greco- Persian Wars is over praised, because Aspasia’s speech increases the importance
of Athenian’s warriors in the final victory, by diminishing the role of the Spartans and other
Greek city-states: The content of this speech presents the events of the Battle of Marathon as
if the Athenians were the only Greeks who faced the Persian army under the command of
Datis, and in its description of the naval battle of Salamis, it deliberately refrains from
mentioning the presence of the Spartan and Aeginetan warriors. Moreover, according to the
text of Aspasia's speech, the role played by the Athenians in the battle of Plataea is also
shown to be much more important.

On the other hand, highlighting the role of Athenian warriors in the Greco- Persian wars is
not the only special feature of Menxenus in the narration of these historical events. In fact, the
description of Aspasia's speech makes eloquent excuses for all the Athenians' actions during
these wars and after their end. Meanwhile, it judges the performance of other Greek city-
states in the worst possible way. it means in Menexenus, the Athenians are presented as
people with the highest level of competence, and nothing is said about their failures and their
mistakes in the Greco- Persian battles, and in the next historical events. Based on this, the
authors of this research believe that Menxenus is a unique dialogue and a valuable document
through which Plato implicitly presents a relatively official view in harmony with the
perceptions of Athenian politicians of important historical events such as defense against
Persians' extensive attacks.

All of these contents have led the authors of this article to consider Aspasia's speech as a
unique text that in which Plato reflects the official, or perhaps somewhat unofficial, views of
the prominent Athenians, their elites and maybe their statemen regarding a part of their city-
state history, especially the Greco- Persian Wars. as a result, at the end of this research, it
seems completely logical and natural to conclude that the narrative contained in Menexenus
cannot and should not be accepted as an impartial and unbiased account of the events of
historical battles such as Marathon, Salamis, and Plataca. But it should not be understood that
Menexenus has no historical value for any research. Rather, if the purpose of a hypothetical
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study is to examine possible discourses and different perspectives about the Greco- Persian
Wars, then Menexenus must certainly be studied as a very important source. It is also very
important that the discourses Menexenus reflects them, were not limited to their time and
place. The true is this that these historical views of Persian- Greek relations later greatly
influenced the views of subsequent western writers and thinkers, for example Voltaire,
Bossuet and even later historians like Olmstead. Therefore, this dialogue provides at least the
following benefit for historians and researchers of the history of Iran and ancient Greece:
Menexenus allows them for reaching specific conclusions about the history of the
Achaemenid Empire and its relations with the Greek city- states, like Athens. In other words,
Menexenus has a special and rare feature, that is not observed in the historical texts that
known as basic sources of this period, such as Histories of Herodotus and works of other
Greek historians.
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